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Tragedies strike around our world.  We are now witnessing the aftermath of the massive Typhoon 
Haiyan which destroyed large parts of the Philippines and has left thousands dead.  We are, 
wonderfully, watching the US Military responding with Marines, Sailors, and Airmen: providing 
potable water, food, shelter, as well as command and control in a devastated and poor corner of 
our world.  They have the transportation and communication needed in a nation where electric 
power and water supplies are gone. They are the fabric upon which the Non-Governmental 
Organizations can organize to deliver sustained relief.  

Within the heart of those military units are chaplains, delivering compassion and care with the 
best and encouraging our younger troops to keep going in a devastated world.  They are there, 
surrounded by death and suffering, bringing hope and God’s living presence.

The chaplains with the Third Marine Expeditionary Force (III MEF) from Okinawa are with the 
widely spread Marine units – nurturing the living, comforting the suffering, and honoring the 
dead.  Most of them come from recent war deployments where death was faced very differently.  
In the Philippines, the deaths are from the ravages of a typhoon with flood surges, collapsing 
buildings, and airborne debris.  These chaplains bring hope to a hope-starved community and to 
the Marines who have never been surrounded with such disaster.  They are tirelessly present at 
gathering points, eating facilities, and in bringing prayer and worship in a crazy place.

The chaplains on the carriers and transports off the coast are with the forces sending chopper 
after chopper with relief supplies.  They are in a very high operational tempo.  Pray for all of our 
forces for good that are deployed to the Philippines.  Pray too for our chaplains who have much 
to do and are working themselves to understand God’s love and care in a place of such pain.
If Reserve and Guard chaplains are mobilized for this relief effort or backfill at other locations, 
know that they too make significant sacrifices.  Their places of employment, often churches 
and synagogues, will be without their presence.  Those employers have often sent their clergy 
chaplains forward into difficult spots over the past dozen years.  Each deployment places a 
burden upon the congregation and the chaplain.  Too many of those ministry relationships have 
broken in this time of frequent mobilization, likely well above 20%.  You can help employers of 
Reserve and Guard chaplains to value participation in the chaplain’s military ministry.  It is an 
extension of the work of the church or synagogue to a wider world.

Military service and Military Chaplaincy are gifts of the self to others.  Most of the ministry is 
done quietly and will only be divulged in occasional “war stories”.  We thank God for this latest 
generation of chaplains who have embraced very difficult spots for ministry.

Chaplains  
in Humanitarian Relief

Ed Brogan
Ch, Col, USAF (Ret)

Robert G. Certain
Ch, Col, USAF (Ret)

On 11-12 November, your Officers, the National 
Executive Committee and Finance Committee met in 
Alexandria, VA. Veterans Day was marked with two of 
our members attending breakfast at the White House and 
several more participating in the National Veterans Day 
Observance at Arlington Cemetery.

Through Monday afternoon and most of the day 
Tuesday, we met to discuss the budget, funding, purpose, 
and mission as we continue to strengthen the MCA to 
mentor, connect, and advocate not only for our five 
chaplaincies but also for the men and women we serve. 
In the past year, we noted the gain of over 100 new 
or reactivated members. While many of our chaplain 
colleagues died in the past year, only about twenty of 
them were members of the MCA.  

Webmaster Dan DeBlock discussed our electronic 
impact through the website and Facebook page and 
presented some additional ways we can be more 
effective in reaching the generation of chaplains who 
primarily use the internet for information, connection, 
and communication.

Treasurer George Dobes presented a proposed budget 
for 2014. While the fund-raising challenge remains, it 
is about half of the one we faced a year ago. You will 
find the proposed budget on page 27. We committed 
ourselves to contribute or raise two-thirds of the amount, 
and to challenge our membership to raise the other third. 
The NEC remains committed to reducing the need to 
draw from investments to balance the operating budget. 
Those investments are best used for chaplain candidate 
scholarships and for meeting emergency needs of 
chaplains, active duty warriors and veterans.

Tuesday was given over to a discussion of the 2014 
Annual Meeting and National Institute, nominations 
for our major awards, and publication of our chaplain 
candidate scholarships and those of the CSIF. 
Information about both scholarship programs are 
available on the MCA website. We also spent substantial 
time discussing ways to make the MCA more effective 
through the Military Coalition, in our relationships 
with the chiefs of our five chaplaincies, and in our 
core ministries of nurturing the living, caring for the 
wounded, and honoring the fallen.

Deputy Executive Director Lyman Smith proposed a 
format for establishing an editorial board for our official 
magazine. We are now seeking volunteers to write, 
solicit, and edit articles for publication, to manage our 
book reviews, to work with potential advertisers, and to 
proofread the text.

We completed our meeting with suggestions of 
candidates for election to the NEC and Finance 
Committee. During our 2014 Annual Meeting,  
we will elect a new President and Vice President,  
four chaplains to the National Executive Committee  
and one chaplain to the Finance Committee. You can 
nominate or volunteer via e-mail to Jim Howell at 
revdrjdh@bellsouth.net.

National
Executive Committee

President’s Corner



Registration & Travel Information 
A Registration Form is available via a hotlink on our weekly e-mail NEWSGRAM and on the MCA website: www.mca-usa.org. The Form 
can be printed, completed, and mailed to the National Office with the registration and meal fees. Electronic registration and payment is also 
available on the website.

Completion of the registration form does NOT reserve your hotel room.
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Please Note:  Spouses and guests are invited to register and 
to attend all events except the Annual Meeting on Wednesday 
morning which is for MCA Members only.  Other personal or 
professional guests are welcome to attend our special meal 
events even if unable to attend other plenary sessions.  For 
participants unable to attend more than half of the total plenary 
sessions because of official duty requirements, a pro-rated 
registration fee is available.  Please contact the MCA National 
Office at (703) 533-5890 or by e-mail to chaplains@mca-usa.
org with that request. 

Point of Contact
For registration verifications, event policy and programming, 
contact the MCA National Office by email: chaplains@mca-usa.org
by phone: (703) 533-5890
 
Air Travel & Ground Transportation
 Closest Airport to Wyndham Bayside San Diego Hotel
•  San Diego International 

If traveling by air, the Hotel provides shuttle service
 
Amtrak serves San Diego
If traveling by rail, the Hotel provides shuttle service
 
Driving to San Diego 
We recommend using “Google,” “Bing,” AAA or similar Maps 
for directions.

National Institute 2014

Military Chaplains Association  
National Institute

13-16 MAY 2014

Arrivals and Meeting Times
Monday, 12 May   
Members of the MCA National Executive 
Committee (NEC) should arrive by 12 May.  
NEC session will begin at 2:00 PM.
 
Tuesday, 13 May
NEC will meet at 9:00 A.M. - 5:00 PM.
 
All other attendees should arrive by 5:00 
PM. Registration will begin at 2:00 PM.
 
Hospitality Hour begins at 6:00 PM 
followed by a Buffet Supper at 7:00 PM.
Dress: Casual
 
Wednesday, 14 May.  
A breakfast (included in your registration 
fee) will be available from 7:30 to 8:30 

AM.  The MCA Annual Business 
Meeting will convene at 9:00 AM.  
Following a break from 10:00 to 10:30 
AM, there will be a presentation on 
Chaplains in Vietnam by Army Chaplain 
Corps historian Mark W. Johnson (LTC, 
AUS Ret). A highlight of his lecture will 
be stories of the three chaplains awarded 
the Medal of Honor in that conflict.

12:00 - The Emerson Luncheon will 
include recognitions of MCA members  
for Emerson membership, longevity,  
and service.  

1:30 - The program will continue 
after lunch with additional lectures 
and presentations. Further details will 
be announced in the weekly e-mail 

NEWSGRAM and in the Spring issue of 
The Military Chaplain. 
  6:00 PM - Hospitality Hour
 7:00 PM -  Awards Banquet (awards, 

installation of officers)  
Dress for Reception  
and Banquet: Coat & Tie

 Thursday, 11 April.  
Breakfast will be on your own.
 8:30 AM - Memorial Observance
 9:00 AM  - A morning tour of San Diego 

bay. Details to be announced.
 12:00 AM  - Return to hotel.   

Lunch will be served.
Participants are encouraged leisure time 
for additional touring.
 2:00 PM -  NEC Meeting wrap-up,  

if necessary.

Wyndham San Diego Bayside Hotel
San Diego, California

Hotel Reservations
Special MCA Room Rate Guarantee Deadline is  
Monday, April 21, 2014 
Wyndham Bayside San Diego Hotel
1355 N Harbor Dr
San Diego, CA 92101
Hotel Phone:  619-232-3861, (888) 215 2756
Webpage: www.wyndham.com/

For hotel reservations, please directly call the hotel at 1-866-781-2632. 
The group booking name is “Military Chaplains Association” (give 
dates of conference – May 12 – 16, 2014)
 
Online booking is available at www.resweb.passkey.com/go/MCA2014
Room rate is $129.00 (double or single occupancy) plus 12.6% tax.  
Self-parking for local attendees is $10.00 per day and overnight 
guests is $22.00 per night.
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home to the San Diego Opera, Broadway/
San Diego and hosts regular performances 
of the California Ballet. Since opening 
in 1955, the Civic Theatre has hosted the 
world’s greatest talents in opera, classical 
music, orchestras, dance and Broadway.

Points of Interest
Balboa Park
Balboa Park is a 1,200-acre urban cultural 
park with museums, several theaters, 
gardens, walking paths and the world-
famous San Diego Zoo. Balboa Park 
features 16 gardens, including the Japanese 
Friendship Garden and the San Diego 
Botanic Garden. Balboa Park is also home 
to Pepper Grove Children’s Playground, 
which provides picnic areas along with 
recreational options for children of all ages.

Birch Aquarium at Scripps
The wonders of the ocean come alive at 
Birch Aquarium at Scripps, perched on a 
picturesque bluff in La Jolla with over 60 
tanks of colorful marine life, including 
sparkling coral reefs, thrilling sharks, 
jellyfish and living tide pools. An interactive 
museum features research discoveries on 
climate, earth and ocean science. 

Downtown Gaslamp Quarter
Located in the historic heart of downtown 
San Diego, the Gaslamp combines Victorian 
charm with urban living, creating a lively 
dining, entertainment and shopping district. 
The Gaslamp Quarter contains more than 
100 restaurants, 40 bars and nightclubs, 100 
retail shops and theaters and art galleries. 

Old Town San Diego
Considered the “birthplace” of California, 
Old town San Diego gives visitors a 
glimpse into colonial life from 1821 to 1872 
in San Diego. Within walking distance of 
the area, visitors will find award-winning 
restaurants and more than 100 shops. At the 
center of Old town is the Whaley House 
Museum Complex, featuring five historic 

buildings, the most famous of which is the 
Whaley House, called the number one most 
haunted house in the United States.

San Diego Botanic Garden
Located just north of San Diego, the San 
Diego Botanic Garden features four miles of 
garden trails, restful vistas, flowering trees 
and the nation’s largest bamboo collection. 
Exhibits include rare bamboo groves, desert 
gardens and a tropical rainforest, as well as 
the Hamilton Children’s Garden, which is 
the largest interactive children’s garden on 
the West Coast. 

San Diego Zoo
With over 3,700 animals and more than 650 
species and subspecies, the San Diego Zoo 
is a must-see for any trip to San Diego. The 
zoo is also one of the few zoos in the world 
that houses the giant panda, making for a 
memorable trip. 

USS Midway Museum
The U.S. S. Midway opened in 2004 as 
a naval aviation museum, providing an 
unforgettable adventure for the entire family 
with more than 60 exhibits with a collection 
of 27 restored aircraft. Visitors are invited 
to explore the USS Midway, the longest-
serving U.S. Navy aircraft carrier of the 
20th century. Admission includes a self-
guided audio tour of over 60 locations on 
the carrier.

Shopping
Fashion Valley
Spanning 1.7 million square feet of space 
and housing over 200 stores and restaurants, 
Fashion Valley is the area’s most popular 
retail destination, meeting every budget, 
taste and style. Amenities include a movie 
theater, six department stores, a food court, 
water features and seating areas throughout 
the mall. 

Seaport Village
This waterfront shopping and dining 

complex adjacent to the San Diego Bay in 
downtown San Diego provides plenty of 
options for entertainment, with more than 
50 diverse shops, 17 unique eateries and 
outdoor entertainment to help visitors make 
the most of the San Diego sun.

Westfield Horton Plaza
This five-level outdoor shopping mall is 
located in downtown San Diego with plenty 
of options for dining and shopping, including 
Macy’s, Nordstrom and 100 specialty stores 
such as GAP, Teavana, White House Black 
Market, Coach, and more.

Sports and Entertainment
Fiesta Island
Located within Mission Bay, Fiesta 
Island is a large peninsular park that is a 
popular location for charity walks, runs, 
bicycle races and other special events. It 
is also home of the annual Over-the-line 
tournament.

LEGOLAND California
LEGOLAND California features more 
than 60 rides, shows and attractions based 
around the LEGO toy brand. Specifically 
designed for families with children ages two 
to 12, LEGOLAND has more than 22,000 
LEGO models in the Park created from 
more than 57 million LEGO bricks.

PETCO Park
Home to the San Diego Padres, PETCO 
Park is spectacular in every way, combining 
the best sight lines in baseball with 
breathtaking views of San Diego. With 
state-of-the-art amenities as well as a 
dazzling array of venue options, PETCO 
Park is the ultimate setting for a memorable 
event. 

SeaWorld San Diego
SeaWorld is an animal theme park, 
oceanarium and marine mammal park, 
offering rides, shows and attractions for the 
whole family.

MCA Awards

Arts and Cultural
The Living Coast Discovery Center
The Living Coast Discovery Center inspires care and 
exploration of the Earth by connecting people with coastal 
animals, plants and habitats. This nonprofit zoo and aquarium 
is located on the Sweetwater March National Wildlife Refuge, 
which offers visitors an ideal setting to explore the amazing 
plants and animals that call this coastal region home. 

Maritime Museum of San Diego
The Maritime Museum preserves one of the largest collections 
of historic sea vessels in the United States, with a world 
class collection of ships and artifacts. The centerpiece of the 
museum’s collection is the Star of India, an 1863 iron bark. The 
Museum also maintains the MacMullen Library and Research 
Archives aboard the 1898 ferryboat Berkeley. The museum is 
kid-friendly, with a variety of hands-on experiences for families. 

San Diego Museum of Man
This anthropological museum located in Balboa Park contains 
artifacts, folk art and archeological finds. Visitors will find 

plenty of exhibitions as well as a variety of educational 
experiences to inspire human connections and explore the 
human experience. 

San Diego Museum of Art
The San Diego Museum or Art is a fine arts museum that 
features American and international art. The museum is the 
region’s oldest, largest and most visited art museum with 
a nationally renowned permanent collection that includes 
Spanish and Italian old masters, South Asian paintings and 
19th and 20th century American paintings and sculptures. 

San Diego Natural History Museum
The San Diego Natural History Museum features fascinating 
exhibitions and a giant-screen Dolby digital 3D theater. The 
exhibitions focus on the unique and biodiverse southern 
California region, with a host of traveling exhibitions 
throughout the year. 

San Diego Civic Theatre
The San Diego Civic Theatre is a performing arts venue that is 

Things to Do Near the 
Wyndham San Diego Bayside



The Military Chaplain is one of four tools we use to keep up with you and to keep you informed about the work of the MCA, 
about deaths of our friends, and about events of interest to our members.

A second tool is our weekly e-mail NEWSGRAM. If you do not currently receive it, you can go on online to www.mca-usa.org 
and click on Sign up for our Email Newsletter and complete the form. We send the NEWSGRAM on Wednesday morning. If you 
decide at some point you no longer want it, you can “unsubscribe” and we’ll never be able to add you back (only you can do that).

The third tool is the good old United States Post Office. In addition to the magazine, we send out annual renewal notices, 
registration forms for our Annual Meeting & National Institute, and other very occasional mail that can’t wait for a magazine.

Our fourth tool is our website (www.mca-usa.org). On the website you can update your contact information, join or renew your 
membership, donate to the work of the MCA, register for the National Institute, and read back issues of The Military Chaplain.
Remember, the only way we can keep up with you is if you keep up with us.

As a Members of the MCA you know how important the 
ministry of chaplains can be – in uniform or out.  In 2013, the 
National Executive Committee, working with the Officers and 
Executive Staff expanded the ministry of addressing the real-
life spiritual issues of military service.  Through our weekly 
e-mail NEWSGRAM and our quarterly print magazine, we 
provided articles about deployment and reintegration, suicide 
prevention, family separation and domestic violence, and 
other concerns facing our people on a daily basis.  We have 
established new local Chapters to continue and expand our 
care for veterans and their families, and to assist our sisters 
and brothers as they leave active duty to return to their 
congregations, and we have begun to respond to military and 
veteran emergencies through our statewide recall rosters.

In order to continue this good work, we are counting on our 
Annual members to renew your membership and to make a 
contribution to the work of the Association.  Annual dues remain 

at fifty dollars, and we are asking each of our members to give 
an additional $10.00 per month to help secure our budget and 
increase our ministry. We also ask our Life Members to include 
the MCA in your charitable giving.  Those funds will be used 
to provide travel expenses, training materials, and enhanced 
communications to organize and nurture new directions in 
chaplaincy.  As you consider your end-of-year charitable giving, 
please remember to be generous to the MCA.  You may log onto 
our web site (www.mca-usa.org) to renew your membership and 
to make your gift electronically, or mail a check to the Military 
Chaplains Association, P. O. Box 7056, Arlington, VA 22207-7056. 

If any of your contact information has changed, please let us 
know when you renew and/or contribute.  You will also find 
a form on our website (and a hotlink on our weekly e-mail) if 
you prefer to update that way.

May you be blessed as much as you have blessed so many others.

The USO is always by the side of America’s troops helping them manage 

the challenges of military life. Donate today at USO.org/mca

ALWAYS BY THEIR SIDE

2013_MCA_InRemembrance_8.5x11_es_v1.indd   1 7/18/13   4:22 PM

MCA – Be a part
Join the MCA or renew your membership.
Sign up for our weekly e-mail Newsgram.
Not a member? Subscribe to The Military Chaplain magazine.
Donate: $10.00 per month per member will expand our ministries and secure our future.

Accomplish it all online at www.mca-usa.org

Continue to minister to other veterans when you return to civilian life. 
Contact the National Office about forming a new chapter in your local area.

Staying Connected

Time to Renew for 2014
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Top Right: Ch, MajGen, Lorraine Potter, USAF (Ret) 
speaking to chaplains and chaplain assistants at 
Lackland AFB. She had terrific personal stories about 
ministry in the military as a woman and how chaplains 
can support each other. Two excerpts of her talks are 
included in this issue of The Military Chaplain.

Right: Ch, Col, Steve Schaick, National Executive 
Committee member and convener of this meeting is 
seen in the near right.

Bottom Right: The USAF Retired Chaplain Family 
gathers annually, this past year in New Mexico. 
Chaplains, Chapel Management Personnel, and their 
Families continue friendships made in uniform.

Below: VA Chaplain C. Ronald Phelps receives the 
David E. White Lead-ership Award from Colonel Nancy 
Anderson, USMC (Ret), [Board of Directors, MOAA] 
and RADM, CHC, David E. White. This photo was 
inadvertently omitted from the summer edition.

The Military Chaplains Association is seeking short, personal stories of chaplain ministry from 
MCA members in the core ministry functions of nurturing the living, caring for the wounded, 
and honoring the fallen. Help the MCA share and preserve the inspirational stories of chaplains 
who served or currently serve in the U.S. Armed Forces, Civil Air Patrol and VA Chaplain 
Service.

Stories will be compiled, edited and published by MCA in several digital eBooks and made 
available at Amazon, iTunes, Barnes and Noble, etc. All proceeds from book sales will benefit 
the MCA Chaplain Candidate Scholarship Fund. This new book series will expand the ability 
of the MCA to mentor and connect chaplains as we tell our story as personal advocates and 
voices of chaplaincy.

Stories should be limited to 500-700 words (2 double-spaced pages) and specifically focus on 
one of the three core ministry functions. You may submit more than one story. All authors will 
need to sign a general release form that entitles MCA to publish your story and submissions 
are subject to approval by the editorial board. For more information or helpful guidelines for 
writing your story, please send an email to chaplains@mca-usa.org.

“Voices of Chaplaincy” Book Series 
Your Stories Needed

Chaplains: 
Active Duty and 

Retired

Volume I of our Voices of Chaplaincy eBook is ready for purchase.
These booksellers have them available
Amazon   Barnes and Noble
Kobo Books   Copia
Angus and Robertson  iBookstore
MCA Bookstore

Thanks to Chaplain Brian Bohlman, we also have an online 
bookstore dedicated to books of interest to chaplains. Go to 
www.mca-usastore.org/ to see what we have.

Helpful Guidelines for Writing Your Story
1.  Keep your story clear and concise. State the facts but avoid revealing any personal or confidential details (names of certain 

individuals, security sensitive info, etc.) that would detract from your story.

2.  Limit your story to 500-700 words or less (about 2 double-spaced pages if using 12 point New Times Roman font). 

3.  Select a title for your story based on a particular theme or topic (nurturing, caring, honoring) you are presenting.

4.  For examples of the types of stories to submit, please refer to “Miracles and Moments of Grace: Inspiring Stories from Military 
Chaplains” compiled by Nancy Kennedy (Leafwood Publishing, 2011).

5.  Ask someone to proofread your story for clarity, spelling, and grammar. Make corrections as needed and put it aside for a few 
days. Pull it out again for a final proof and make corrections before submitting.

6.  Email story to chaplains@mca-usa.org
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Veterans Day 
November 11, 2013
Even as the sun rose over Arlington National Cemetery on the 
crisp and clear morning of November 11th, 2013, members of 
the Military Chaplains Association were already in place to sup-
port the national observance of one our most important Days of 
Remembrance. 

Past-President Michael McCoy and current National Executive 
Board Member Andy McIntosh joined other members of the Vet-
erans Day National Committee before dawn at Fort Myer. They 
assembled together in the cold as they waited their transport to 
the White House to be hosted by the President and First Lady at a 
breakfast to honor those who have served our nation. 

Ron Phelps, this year’s recipient of the David E. White Leader-
ship Award from the Military Officers Association of America, 
and Jim Howell, National Secretary, joined together a bit later 
as they formed up with other Veteran Service Organizations to 
carry the colors into the Arlington Cemetery Amphitheater at the 
commencement of the recognition ceremony. This followed the 
presentations of wreaths at the Tomb of the Unknown led this 
year by our National leaders and the members of the Congressio-
nal Medal of Honor Society. 

Out National President, Ed Brogan, observed the presentation 
of the colors and the honoring of our men and women who have 
served from the stage where he was seated with other leaders of 
national organizations supporting all those who have sacrificed 
so honorably in our nation’s defense of freedom. 

This year’s national ceremony was but one of literally hundreds 
which occurred around the nation both on, before, and after No-
vember 11th. MCA members participated and led in many of the 
events at cemeteries, memorials, and town squares as our nation 
paused once more to recognize the courageous and sacrificial 
service which provides us freedom and gives others hope. 

The man honored with our 2013 National Citizenship Award, 
the Honorable Eric Shinseki, Secretary of the Department of 
Veterans Affairs, placed a special emphasis on this year’s cel-
ebration. He worked with the Veterans Day Committee to link 
as many local celebrations as possible with a central website to 
ensure veterans were able to find and participate in a celebra-
tion of their service. Shinseki, a two time recipient of the Purple 
Heart for serious wounds received during his own service in 
Vietnam, took a personal interest in this effort as he recognized 
the need for Veterans Affairs to reach out to veterans across 
our land and get them registered so services can be provided 
throughout their lives. 

A highlight of the ceremony at Arlington was the President’s recog-
nition of the oldest known living US veteran, 107 year old Richard 
Overton of Austin, Texas. Overton served in the Pacific theater 
being present at Pearl Harbor, at Iwo Jima, and on Okinawa. At 
the conclusion of the war he returned to his native Texas where he 
served as a courier in the Texas State Capitol and worked for four 
governors. Today he still lives in the home he built after the war and 
on Sundays drives his 1971 Ford truck to pick up nice ladies and 
drives them to church. The President noted that when asked about 
his service at Iwo Jima Overton responded, “I only got out of there 
by the grace of God.”

As we serve our nation in the MCA, we too are dependent on the 
grace of God in our lives and it is that grace which carries us along 
from day to day. We thank all of you who took time to support  
the 2013 observance of Veteran’s Day, whether in Washington DC 
or scattered throughout our land and around the world, and thank 
those of you who are veterans for your service to our nation and to 
our God..
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Wednesday, 07 February 1968
 
As I walked out this morning, a crater just outside the sandbag 
wall guarding my bunker entrance silently shouted a reminder 
that life here is like walking a minefield: at any moment, I might 
die without warning. I had passed two immense craters on the 
base in which I could stand with my head beneath their circum-
ference. There was no safe place.

Moving a few more feet, I met the Vietnamese interpreter of the 
Interrogator-Translator Team, who told me the Special Forces 
camp at Lang Vei had just been overrun by tanks. “That place was 
built to take a whole regiment,” he said. “Perhaps they’re on their 
way here.”

Khe Sanh Combat Base had been on red alert since just after 
midnight and we received an abnormally large amount of incom-
ing. The majority landed in areas of 1/26   and 3/26. This and 
deteriorating weather, including rain, precluded reinforcements 
for Lang Vei. Visibility was less than half a mile.

By afternoon, I decided to stay overnight on the perimeter in a 
bunker housing a 106 mm recoilless rifle squad. I certainly didn’t 
want to be alone in that desperate situation.

As I walked to the bunker, I noticed one Marine in the trench 
reading from a small prayer book I’d previously distributed to the 
troops. Their bunker presented all the warmth, quiet and security 
of a womb. Obviously, the safest place was out in the trench 
lines, where only a direct hit killed. Above-ground bunkers, on 
the other hand, were large, visible targets. A hit could collapse 
the overhead, crushing its occupants. A round that penetrated and 
exploded inside instantly killed all.

The base went on red alert at 0121, meaning 100%perimeter 
manning, not the 50% we’d maintained. I awoke about 0200 as 
one Marine after another came and went, just to re-enter the light 
and warmth and closeness to human flesh of that womb, heating 
up coffee or cocoa or eating a C-ration. They started playing a 45 
rpm of Creedence Clearwater’s “I Heard it on the Grapevine,” 
a nervous, jumpy tune that seemed to resonate in their move-
ment in and out of the bunker trenches. Maybe the song should 
have been worded, ‘I heard it on the PC-25 radio! The tanks are 
coming!” No one got any sleep. I listened to their dreams, shared 
their thoughts, and heard their fears.

Gary Thorpe, one of the Marines, was on his second tour. Dur-
ing the first he had fired a 106 rifle to help a squad of Marines 

that had been ambushed and was pinned down. On the slope 
of a hill, there was a shallow cave into which the surviving 
Marines had managed to scramble. From there they radioed 
for fire support. By the time Thorpe got permission to fire the 
enemy were almost at the cave mouth, lobbing grenades and 
shooting almost directly into it. He saw his first round take out 
the attacking NVA. He aimed a second shell at enemy troops 
approaching from the other side. Instead the shot went into the 
cave, killing all the Marines. Since then, Gary murmured, he 
just wanted to die.

Another Marine in the bunker, Mike McKeever, was active in 
his church as an altar boy and sang in the choir. He was an Eagle 
Scout. His father had been a Marine in Korea. His dream was to 
become a combat photographer.

Friday, 23 February 1968

From 11 a.m. to 6 p.m., we received 1,307 rounds, breaking the 
record for one day of incoming in Vietnam. Our base was only 
about half a square mile in area, and the devastation included 
eight men killed, 38 wounded (19 evacuated),

One round struck the 106 mm recoilless rifle bunker where I had 
slept a couple weeks earlier. Several corpsmen, Walt Driscoll, 
the Catholic chaplain, and I carried out four dead Marines. The 
one I had across my shoulder had no head, only strings of flesh 
dangling from a cavity where his neck had been. We searched for 
his head but couldn’t find it.

When I went home to sleep, I noticed that the wall of aluminum 
air-matting sheets, held in place with metal engineering stakes, 
was bent inward, indicating that a shell was embedded in the dirt 
wall. I called EOD and was told it was safe to sleep and they’d 
be out in the morning to check. I’m sure they just didn’t want to 
venture out at night, and no one could use flashlights anyway.

I fell asleep on my rack next to the bulging wall with what was 
probably an unexploded round embedded in it. Once we ac-
cepted the fact there was no safe place at Khe Sanh, paralyzing 
fears evaporated like the usual morning fog that shrouded us, 
and we lived for another day, always ready to share and care for 
each other.

Chaplain Stubbe (LCDR, CHC, USN Ret.) joined the MCA 
in 1996 and became a Life Member in 2006. A pastor of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, he lives in  
Wauwatosa, WI.

Confession and PTSD

The 106mm Bunker
The Khe Sanh memories of Chaplain Ray Stubbe
(Reprinted by permission: THE AMERICAN LEGION MAGAZINE, September 2013)

When I was a boy growing up in south Georgia, there was a 
hymn I loved to sing. The second verse was: “I love to tell the 
story; more wonderful it seems than all the golden fancies of 
all our golden dreams. I love to tell the story, it did so much 
for me; and that is just the reason I tell it now to thee.” 

Of course, the hymn was about Christian faith; but “telling the 
story” as a concept has nearly universal impact. For instance, 
we veterans find it nearly impossible to refrain from telling 
stories of our military experience whenever we get together. 
Combat stories are even more compelling. While we may bore 
people to death when we begin to repeat ourselves, there is 
something deeply spiritual about story, something that brings 
us to hidden resources of virtue, strength, and, yes, faith.

Most of us come home, leave the service, return to our 
families and careers and make good livings and good 
contributions to society. Even so, the intense experience of 
warfare leaves us with important work to do if we are to 
fully utilize the positive aspects of those days in subsequent 

careers. Bringing the troops “all the way home” is not just 
the responsibility of the government. Older veterans have 
a role to play in the full and complete return of those who 
come after us. As we share the experience, strength and 
hope of our post-military careers, other veterans may be able 
to gain insight into their own stories and find new ways of 
panning the value from the silt of their troubling times. The 
Military Chaplain is one venue by which we can mentor 
others by sharing our stories. Voices of Chaplaincy is our 
second venue.

All of us - employers and family members, churches and 
synagogues, physicians and veterans themselves - have a 
vested interest in converting combat liabilities into assets for 
societal leadership. We do that best by truly listening to the 
stories of these young veterans, not just to the words, but to 
the joys, tragedies, hope, strength, virtues, and moments of 
divine encounter. Let us all make our voices known so that the 
world will know of the importance and impact of chaplains in 
federal service.

I was not a Chaplain in Vietnam, but was Army enlisted and 
spent a year (June 1966 - June 1967) in Vietnam, and it was one 
of the Army Chaplains stationed at First Logistical Command 
just South of Saigon and directly across from Tan Son Nhut Air 
Base who encouraged me to become a pastor and Chaplain.  That 
encouragement, plus the Chaplain at Fort Monroe, VA (1964 - 
1966), helped me to decide to finish a BA from North Dakota 
State University and a MDiv from University of Dubuque to 
become a Presbyterian pastor and serve a 20-year career as an Air 
Force Chaplain. A dear friend of mine from high school (we went 
to Army Basic Training together) volunteered to join the Security 
Police and be a part of the Canine Corps.  He was also stationed 
in Vietnam and was a guard at the Long Binh Ammunition 

Depot.  Thankfully, he was visiting me down in Saigon when 
the Depot was almost totally destroyed by the Viet Cong. My 
only claim to fame during my time in Vietnam was waking up 
General Westmoreland in the middle of the night to hand-deliver 
an “Eyes-Only-Flash” message.  He read it and handed it back 
to me unsealed. I took it back and put it in the safe. When it was 
declassified a couple of months later I read it before I shredded 
and burned it. During my Air Force career I was twice an active 
participant in District of Columbia chapter of the MCA.  I was 
stationed at Fort Meade, MD (the first Chaplain with an office 
in the main NSA building), and again when I was stationed at 
Arlington National Cemetery.  These were the two pinnacles of 
my AF career!! 

Telling Stories

From Vietnam to Chaplaincy
Jim Snyder Ch, LtCol, USAF (Ret) 
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In October of 2010, we dedicated the Vietnam Veterans Garden. 
As I sat there, I wondered if there was anything greater that I had 
done in my life than to inspire this garden. I was not the only 
one so moved. Our director turned to Dignity Memorial who had 
been so instrumental in the creation of the garden and asked them 
if they would bring the Dignity Memorial Vietnam Wall to our 
medical center. Without hesitation, the answer was yes.

Fast forward to October, 2011. The wall would be here at the end of 
the month but would we be ready? Months of planning had taken 
place. A permanent stage and patio were built behind the garden. 
The local carpenters union laid the foundation for the walkway for 
the wall. It was Saturday with the wall to arrive on Monday and the 

ground was not ready. That Saturday 75 employees from Home De-
pot volunteered an entire day. Sod was laid and mulch was spread. 
New plants emerged. Wooden benches lined the walkway. We were 
ready. On Monday, we gathered by the Chapel to await the ar-
rival of the wall. As word spread that the wall was near excitement 
mounted. The truck arrived with an escort of 250 motorcycles. My 
heart beat faster. Then they began to take the pieces from the van. 
It took six men to carry each piece of this ¾ replica. We gathered 
by the emerging wall as a purple heart was placed beneath it. The 
Purple Heart belonged to a soldier on that wall.

Tuesday with the wall in the background, a group of Vietnam 
Veterans gathered to dedicate a brick. This brick was inscribed 
with the name of the daughter of one of the Veterans who had 
died in her twenties and had been cremated.  She had never had 
a stone or a memorial plaque for her father to remember her. 
This brick in this garden became her monument.

Wednesday the clergy of Long Island came to the medical center 
for an outreach program. At approximately 11 AM we crossed the 
street to the Chapel where we were joined by more than 50 Vietnam 
Veterans. After words of greeting by our director, two poems were 
read. We then instructed the Vietnam Veterans to form a single 
line and approach the wall from the right side. The clergy lined up 
behind me and we approached the wall from the left side. Once at 
the wall, the two groups approached each other and hugged every 
member of the other group as a symbolic welcoming home. 

Thursday the school children came to view the wall. On Friday, 
a ceremony was held for the staff. That evening was the official 
opening of the wall to the public and every seat in the patio 
was filled with people standing all about. Saturday the heavens 
opened and it rained but it did not dampen our enthusiasm. Build 
it and they shall come and indeed they did. In the morning, we 
were able to have a ceremony outdoors. The afternoon found us 
in the Chapel and in the evening, we used our auditorium. By 
Sunday the weather had cleared and we brought our Veterans 
from the Community Living Center. We placed them on the 
walkway by the wall so that they could both hear and see the 
ceremony and be close enough to touch the wall. After the final 
ceremony, we joined hands in a huge circle as Goodnight Saigon 
was sung. Our Vietnam Veterans lined themselves by the wall it-
self. I took a final walk along the wall and welcomed home each 
and every Vietnam Veteran.

No I did not get my rose garden. I got something far more  
wonderful. 

When I came to Northport in 1996, there was a beautiful 
rose garden behind the chapel. Over the years, the tender 
loving care that roses need was not there and so one by 
one the rose bushes died until all that was left were weeds.
 

One day I was approached 
by a Vietnam Veteran who 
wanted to plant a tree in 
memory of another Vietnam 
Veteran. I asked why honor 
only one Veteran when we 
can create a garden to honor 
all our Vietnam Veterans. 
Little did I know at that 
moment what was about 
to happen. I thought they 
would clean up the rose 
garden and plant some low 
maintenance plants. The 
man who approached me 
was the president of Chapter 
11 of the Vietnam Veterans 
of America. He brought 
the idea back to his chapter 
and they enthusiastically 
supported the concept of a 
garden to honor their band of 

brothers and sisters. The administration of the medical center 
supported the idea. The members of Chapter 11 turned for 
support to people in the community who volunteered their 
time and talent and others who provided financial support. A 
plan was drawn up that far exceeded my wildest dreams. The 
old rose garden was removed. There appeared a brick walk 
way that led into a beautiful garden surrounded by flowers, 
plants and majestic trees. In the center there was placed a 
huge stone to which would be inscribed a very moving poem, 
“Bury Me With Soldiers,” written by Monsignor Charles 
Fink, who served as a sergeant in Vietnam. Three flag poles 
hovered over the garden. An eternal light illumined the night. 
On the floor of the garden were inscribed bricks. I dedicated 
a brick to the memory of my wife, Molly. 

One of our employees who was responsible for the sale of the 
bricks was approached by another employee who said that he 
noticed a brick inscribed with his unit and the same time he 
served there. He asked if he could be given the name of the 
person who had dedicated the brick. No was the reply but if 
you tell me what was on the brick I’ll contact the person to 
see if he/she would be interested in speaking with you. When 
he told him what was on the brick, the one responsible for 
the bricks realized that it was his brick. The two of them had 
served together and said that they would get together when 
they returned to the states because they were both from Long 
Island. Well they did – forty years later.

Confession and PTSD

I Didn’t Promise You 
A Rose Garden 
Chaplain Paul Swerdlow
Northport Va Medical Center.
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There are few things in life more important than food. “Hay 
(or Hey) Chaplain,” you say. “Don’t you think that’s pretty 
obvious? What’s your point?” My point is that food, besides 
being important, is also a fun and interesting thing to talk 
about which we all do. For example, what’s the most effec-
tive food control plan you know? It’s doing push-aways, 
of course (push-away from the table). Since most of us in 
this discussion are Viet Nam vets, with some friends and 
families present, let’s talk about food in Viet Nam. 

Whaaaaat? Viet Nam? Sure, why not? Maybe your fam-
ily and friends would like to hear about it. I know you ate 
food over there, starting with C Rations, of course. Who 
can forget Cs? Actually, they weren’t so bad. Some, like 
fruit cocktail, peaches, spaghetti, and pound cake were very 
popular. Some others were pretty awful, according to troop-
ers I knew. So tell your own story about C Rats. 

In armored cavalry, besides Cs, we sometimes had hot 
chow, even in the field. Each of our recon troops had a cook 
(called Cookie) who whipped up a hot breakfast - eggs, 
SOS, and such. Of course, not when there was something 
more important happening, like ducking incoming or 
shooting at someone who was shooting at you. Often at 
first light, the crack of dawn, Cookie would be firing up his 
field Coleman stove to fry your eggs. I seem to remember 
bacon once in a while too. If it was a little greasy no one 
complained. 

Moving along in the food department, I hope you remem-
ber rice bread. Mama-sans and baby-sans sold it out of the 
round straw trays they carried on their heads. Wherever 
we stopped they showed up selling things. The rice bread 
was those little loaves (not loafs) that you liked for snacks. 
They were tasty. They must have been since troopers would 
be chewing on them any time day or night. I don’t recall 
that many of you carried money in your pockets. I do recall 
that you had Cs to trade, like ham and eggs which hardly 
anyone would eat anyway. Also the S-pack Hershey choco-
late bars that were dry and tasted like chocolate straw. Not 
many liked them. I don’t know if the Vietnamese liked them 
but they traded rice loaves for our S-pack chocolate bars. 
(My recall isn’t total but it seems OK now, at least about 
this subject.) 

Let’s talk about LRRP (lurp) rations for a minute. They 
came later during my time in Viet Nam. I don’t know if you 
had any. They were those freeze-dried meals, mostly chili 
and beans, where you added water, swished it around for a 
minute, set it on something hot like an ACav or tank engine 
for a while and then you had a hot meal. Our guys liked 
them better than Cs. I liked them too except the beans were 
always too crunchy, probably from not soaking in water 
long enough. I could’ve gotten tired of LRRPs like I got 
tired of Cs except that I left and went to Germany where we 
didn’t have any LRRPs. I could be mistaken on some of this 
as my recall is somewhat faulty about LRRPs. So, if you 

were there and know better, feel free to correct me. 
How about those eggs with baby chicks inside? “Whoa, wait 
a minute, Chaplain,” you say. “I never tried those. Why would 
anyone want to eat an unhatched baby chick?” I don’t know. 
The Vietnamese seemed to like them the same way we liked hot 
dogs. One day I watched a mama-san bring out a whole basket 
of eggs which looked like regular hard boiled eggs. But they 
weren’t. Kids would take one, peel the shell and there would 
be a baby chick, feathers, feet, beak and all. The kids would eat 
them just like we would eat hard boiled eggs. I guess they were 
cooked but I don’t know for sure. Strange? I think so. I didn’t 
eat any. I wasn’t even tempted. Were you? 

The subject of food continues -- it’s a long subject, but usually 
a pleasant one. So, moving a little further along, I remind you 
of Care packages. Remember Care packages? Did you get any? 
I hope so. Stars and Stripes once ran a cartoon where Beetle Bai-
ley wrote home and said, “Thanks, mom, for the cookies. The 
one I had was fine.” (Beetle’s buddies ate the rest). That’s very 
funny. I was single at the time because I didn’t have a wife. But 
I had a great mother, God rest her soul. She sent me Care pack-
ages pretty often. I especially liked it when she sent chocolate 
chip cookies with nuts. They were to die for (bad expression, 
given where we were). They were awesome even if they were 
mostly crumbs by the time I got them. I didn’t care. I even en-
joyed the Christmas fruit cake she sent that came in March. 
It was covered with mold. So what? I just scraped the mold off. 
Any fruit cake remaining was truly delicious. It was just great to 
get food (or anything else) from home. 

Candy comes next. Everyone loves Candy. Candy tasted good 
and we had plenty of it. Now my recall begins to fade again, so 
help me out. Where did all that candy come from? Some came 
in the S-packs and C rations. Some came in Care packages from 
home. Where did the rest come from? Who knows? Do you? 
At any rate, we had plenty. Every Vietnamese, Cambodian, and 
Montagnard kid everywhere we went knew that GIs had candy 
and they would get some. It was offensive and wrong how the 
media called troopers rotten names in those days. The kids 
knew you were OK. They knew you were friendly candy-givers. 
(That’s one of my best clear memories). 

We all have enough food stories to write a book. Think about your 
own food memories from Viet Nam. Use my ramblings to start 
your own recall, which may be more clear than mine. Here’s my 
last food story. It’s a spiritual food story. Now, don’t pucker up or 
nod off. This is a positive and interesting food story. As you might 
guess, it comes from the Holy Bible which is the Word of God. 
(If there’s anyone’s word we should want to hear, it’s God’s). This 
comes from the fourth book in the New Testament, John 6:46-51, 
“No one has seen the Father except the one who is from God; 

only he has seen the Father. I tell you the truth, he who believes 
has everlasting life. I am the bread of life. Your forefathers ate 
the manna in the desert, yet they died. But here is the bread that 
comes down from heaven, which a man may eat and not die. I am 
the living bread that came down from heaven.” 

It’s not hard to see that Jesus was talking about himself so I won’t 
explain. I’ll just point out that anyone can comprehend that our 
bodies need food to survive. No argument there that I can see. 
Furthermore, I don’t have trouble seeing that our souls also need 
food, spiritual food, to survive and thrive in a similar way. Our 
soul is our actual self. It’s our part that keeps on living when our 
physical body is dead and gone. Comprende? Yes? Good. 

This is the end. So go have a snack, something good, which isn’t 
Hershey straw chocolate. While you’re at it, have a spiritual 
snack too. Read your Bible. If you don’t have one, go on over to 
Wal Mart. They have plenty. 

God bless you. God loves you. So do I. 

Chaplain Larry Haworth
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Continue on page 22 >

My life didn’t begin in Vietnam, but it didn’t 
end there either.  Through the grace of God I 
was repatriated, at least in part.  Though the cell 
doors had opened and the Starlifter had flown me 
out of that terrible place, the chains of the past 
continued to have a very long reach, snapping 
me back into the dungeons of a dark night of 
the soul, often when my life events were at their 
most expectant.  I frequently felt like the eagle 
depicted in the shield of the “4th Allied P.O.W. 
Wing,” with wings spread for flight, but with 

the shackle and chain holding it down.  Only 
after decades of struggling with the continued 
meaning of the events of the winter of 1972-73, 
were my eyes finally open to recognize that the 
chain was not connected to a post, that while its 
weight might continue to affect my perspective, 
it no longer had the power to imprison me.  As 
I worked to commit that story to print, another 
more ancient story kept coming to mind.

In the Gospel according to Luke (24:13-35) 

there is an intriguing story that speaks of the 
filling of memory and the enlightenment of 
understanding.  Two of Jesus’ disciples, Cleopas 
and a companion, are returning to Emmaus on 
Easter Day. They’ve been walking with Jesus 
for several miles, talking with him and not 
knowing who he was until he broke the bread at 
dinner. Suddenly, their eyes are opened and they 
recognize Jesus. 
Earlier in the day, Mary Magdalene had been in 
the garden by the tomb weeping and carrying on 
a conversation with a man she thought was the 
gardener. When that gardener spoke her name, 
“Mary,” she finally recognized that it was Jesus. 
Again, in a simple thing that had happened 
before, the speaking of her name, Jesus was 
known to her.

In Emmaus, he was known to the two men in a 
simple thing that he had done with them, day 
in and day out, for months on end – the saying 
of the blessing and the breaking of the bread. 
When they finally recognized him, they realized 
that on the entire journey from Jerusalem to 
Emmaus, their hearts had burned within them, 
not out of grief as they must have thought, but 
out of Christ’s presence in their lives, out of 
something larger going on in their lives than they 
ever imagined or dreamed possible. The stories 
contained in my own experience raise the same 
question that first Mary and then Cleopas and his 

ARE WE 
HOME YET?
Robert G. Certain
Combat Aviator: 1969-1973
Chaplain, USAF: 1973-1999

Beaches Veterans Memorial Park 
Atlantic Beach, Florida

The Chaplains Memorial Garden  at Beaches Veterans Memorial Park, Atlantic Beach, FL is dedicated to all fallen 
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information go to:  www.BeachesVeteransMemorialPark.org and click on “Chaplains Memorial” on the upper right.  
Listed are the names of all fallen chaplains.  This truly is a magnificent memorial in the making to all chaplains who have 
given the ultimate sacrifice.

I’ve played a lot of roles in life;
I’ve met a lot of men.
I’ve done some things I’d like to think
I wouldn’t do again.
And though I’m young, I’m old enough
To know someday I’ll die,
And think about what lies beyond,
Beside whom I would lie.

Perhaps it doesn’t matter much;
Still, if I had my choice,
I’d want a grave ‘mongst soldiers when
At last death quells my voice.
I’m sick of the hypocrisy
Of lectures by the wise.
I’ll take the man, with all his flaws,
Who goes, though scared, and dies.

The troops I know were commonplace:
They didn’t want the war;
They fought because their fathers and
Their fathers had before.
They cursed and killed and wept – God knows
They’re easy to deride – 
But bury me with men like these;
They faced the guns and died.

It’s funny, when you think of it,
The way we got along.
We’d come from different worlds
To live in one no one belongs.
I didn’t even like them all;
I’m sure they’d all agree.
Yet I would give my life for them;
I know some did for me.

So bury me with soldiers, please,
Though much maligned they be.
Yes, bury me with soldiers, for
I miss their company.
We’ll not soon see their like again;
We’ve had our fill of war.
But bury me with men like them
Till someone else does more.

Monsignor. Charles R. Fink (formerly Sergeant
In the 199th Lt. Infantry Brigade  
Vietnam 3/69 – 3/70)

BURY ME 
WITH SOLDIERS

“Fill my memory with the record of your mighty works; enlighten my understanding 
with the light of your Holy Spirit.”

“...the chain was not connected to a post, 
that while its weight might continue 

to affect my perspective, it no longer had 
the power to imprison me.”
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companion faced in Luke: “How is it 
that Jesus is known to us?”

Those two men were so wrapped up 
in the tragedy of Good Friday, and the 
depression and the fear of Saturday and 
Sunday morning, that they could not 
see how God’s hand could have been 
at work in that weekend. The women 
amazed them, but that didn’t change 
their minds because the men didn’t see 
anything when they got to the empty 
tomb.  In their sadness and confusion, 
they said to Jesus as he walked with 
them, “We had hoped that he would be 

the Messiah.” 

The trip from Jerusalem to Emmaus was 
a trip of despair and hopelessness, in so 
far as they knew when they started out. 
It was only when they recognized the 
Lord in Emmaus, at the close of the day, 
that they finally realized the trip was 
rather a walk with the Lord. 

I have been very much like those 
two men in my own tragedies, and 
sometimes even in my inconveniences, 
in failing to ask where Jesus can 
possibly be. Many of my plans have not 

turned out the way I envisioned them, 
and out of the depths I have cried that 
the Lord would open the eyes of my 
faith that I might behold him in all his 
redeeming work.

I was trained in seminary in theological 
reflection, but it has been a daily chore 
to apply that training. Writing my 
story set me on the road to Emmaus, 
walking with the Lord as he explained 
the passages of my life that showed his 
hand at work. I had always seen many 
parts of my life as a diversion from the 
ministry, and so much of it as painful 
and outside of the realm of redemption. 

Through the ministry of a young 
Christian psychologist at the San 
Bernardino Vet Center, I was sent back 
in time to reevaluate events that I had 
understood to be “coincidence.”  She 
said, “Go back and read your story 
again, and instead of seeing only 

> Continued from page 21

Formerly A Wife 
(WingSpread Publishers)

Help and hope for men  
and women recovering from the 

devastation of divorce

Good-bye for Now
(WingSpread Publishers)

All-in-one practical guide for 
impending loss, or grief  

following the loss of a loved one

Love Our Vets: 
Restoring Hope for Families  

of Veterans with PTSD
(Deep River Books)

Help and hope for loved ones of 
those who struggle with PTSD

Divorce, Grief and PTSD Support  
By Welby O’Brien

WelBy O’BRien has a master’s degree in counseling, and is known for her practical and heart-reaching messages 
of help and hope. All three books spring from the well of personal experience, enriched by the input of others who 
also have walked through similar valleys.

All books available wherever books are sold, in bookstores and on line
For more information visit 

www.welbyo.com

coincidence, ask yourself ‘was God 
working in that story, in every part of 
it, not just the parts you want him to be 
working in?’”  Through the subsequent 
ministry of a Christian family counselor 
in Riverside, California, I finally 
glimpsed the light of Christ shining 
before and after me on the path in my 
darkest nights of the soul.

In committing my story to the written 
word, I realized that throughout my life 
my heart had burned within me in places 
where I did not want to return. When 
I went there, I found that Christ was 
walking beside me all the way, carrying 
the keys that would eventually free me 
from my chains of fear, doubt, and grief. 
I do not believe that I am any different 
from other pilgrims along the way, 
and no different from Cleopas and his 
companion. 

In Psalm 116:10, the question is asked, 

“How shall I repay the Lord for all 
the good things he has done for me?” 
Anyone can read all the answers of 
the Scriptures, but only the individual 
can read his or her own life. Only 
the pilgrim can go back into his own 
journey from Jerusalem to Emmaus 
to discover where Jesus has walked 
with him, and in ways he did not then 
understand.

Looking again at the tapestry of life and 
seeking the hand of God working in 
every thread, my eyes have been opened 
to his redeeming work in surprising 
places.  Tragedies have become times 
of God’s immanent presence, and 
coincidences and the routine events 
of daily life form the intricate design 
of God’s hand at work in the world.  
Perhaps now I can understand and 
experience that the fullness of joy is 
found not just in the people and events 
that I have called blessings, but even 

more in realizing God’s hand at work 
in those moments, relationships, and 
events that I had locked so securely in 
my closet of unredeemable things.

While the road I have taken may be 
unique in its details and in the footsteps 
I have left behind, the themes of dark 
nights and glorious days are common to 
us all. By looking back at the stories in 
the wake of life, perhaps we can all see 
more clearly where we are heading in 
whatever future God has granted us.
As chaplains and as veterans, we are 
called to find God’s light in our story, 
that The Story may be revealed to the 
warriors and veterans we have served in 
His Name. Let’s help bring them all the 
way home.

Chaplain Certain’s story 
is recounted in “Unchained Eagle”

Available from Amazon.com 
in Kindle format

“It was only when they recognized  
the Lord in Emmaus, at the close of the day, 

that they finally realized the trip was  
rather a walk with the Lord.” 
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Hello and salutations from the West Virginia 
Veterans Nursing Facility. My name is Johnny 
Payne and I am the Chaplain here. I have the 
privilege of ministering to One Hundred and 
Twenty of our nation’s heroes from World War 
II, Korean War, Viet-Nam War and the first 
Gulf War. They vary from General/Admiral/
Commodore to Airman/Private/Seaman. Each 
veteran is a living history and every moment 
spent talking with them is wonderful. I also 
have the opportunity to minister to veterans 
with Alzheimer’s, Dementia, Traumatic Brain 
Injuries, Stokes, Post Traumatic Stress Disorder 
and other physical and neurological ailments; yet 
their spiritual needs are all the same. 

These are men and women who have answered 
their country’s call to put their lives on the 
line in defense of this great nation. Though 
their time in service has ended, they still have 
much to share and teach. As I minister to them, 
they in turn minister to me. That is the way all 
ministries should be. I am there from the time 
they enter our facility until they are discharged 
or pass away. I get to help bring closure, help 
them to talk with their families, and help heal old 
wounds. I also have the pleasure of leading some 
to Christ Jesus. We talk about the Bible, religion, 
theology and we even pray together. We also talk 
about their family, problems, dreams, and all that 
they have accomplished during their life. They 
tell me about the pleasure and horrors of war 
and serving in the military. I listen as they speak 
about people like Patton, MacArthur, Eisenhower 
and others that are not in the history books. 
They talk about the Sergeants who sacrificed 
themselves to save their men; the nurse who 
worked 56 hours straight to save the life of men 
and women, the navigator on the B-29 during 
the Atomic Bombing of Japan; the pilots of 
Doolittle Raid on Tokyo; the first Woman Marine 

Drill Instructor and, of course, their friends and 
buddies who did not make it back, as well as 
those who did.

I am a veteran who served in the U.S. Air 
Force. Because of this, our residents are often 
comfortable opening up to me, as I can relate to 
their experiences. I am called upon when they are 
having nightmares or reliving a horror of war. I 
am by their side as God calls them home. I help 
with the Palliative care and end of life. I anoint 
those who want it and pray with the family as 
their veteran is dying or has died. 

One of the most honored parts of my ministry is 
The Last Honors Ceremony. This occurs when 
one of our residents dies and involves Members 
of the Last Honor Detail (made up of resident and 
staff)  placing the Flag of the United States of 
America on our fallen hero and rendering a slow 
salute. Then, we slowly escort him or her to the 
waiting hearse. In the foyer of our building we 
take our places and render another slow salute. 
We then fold the Flag and present it to the next 
of kin. This is the same Flag that will be used for 
the veteran’s military honors at his or her grave. 
We then proceed back to the veteran’s room and 
place another Flag on his or her bed and render 
a final slow salute. This Flag remains on the bed 
for three days and is removed with military honor 
on the morning of the forth day. This is how our 
veterans have decided to honor each other.

While I may not minister to active duty military 
personnel, I do minister to them toward the end 
of their lives or while they are in therapy. We 
care for and honor all of our veterans the same, 
regardless of rank or status. They have all served 
their country with honor and diligence.  They 
all deserve our respect and need the love and 
compassion of Christ Jesus.  

HONORING THOSE 
WHO SERVED
Johnny F. Payne, Chaplain
West Virginia Veterans Nursing Facility
Clarksburg, WV 26301  
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wesleyseminary.edu

washington d.c.
(202) 885-8659

Go deeper in your 
knowledge and faith.

-

-

Wesley’s Doctor of Ministry, Military Chaplaincy: Religious Leadership in a Complex, 
Multi-faith Environment, concentrates on:
   • Biblical leadership
   • Interfaith issues
   • Senior-level decision making
   • Ethics of war and peace
   • Spiritual care for all parts of the military family

Become a member of a close-knit cadre, learning with and from chaplain colleagues in a program of theology 
and practice that complements Professional Military Education. 

Classes begin in January and May.
Full and half-tuition scholarships are available for this intensive, 
two-week program for experienced chaplains.

Learn more and apply at www.wesleyseminary.edu/chaplain.

Income 2013 Budget 2014 Proposed
Dues $23,000 $27,000
Magazine $300 $16,800
Misc. Revenue $0 $5,000
Donations/Reserves $114,500 $113,755
Designated Gifts $20,000 $0
Interest $1,000 $0
Institute $15,000 $12,000
Total $173,800 $174,555

Expenses
Personnel
Executive Director $50,000 $50,000

Deputy Executive Director $20,000 $19,000
Association Administrator $3,200 $21,000
Total Personnel $73,200 $90,000

Magazine $20,000 $21,000

Support
National Office Rent $15,600 $16,900
Program Expenses/Supplies/Insurance $5,000 $11,705
IRS 990 & Audit $6,000 $5,000
Website $1,500 $1,750
Office IT $1,000 $1,000

NEC $0 $300
Convention $15,000 $12,000
Professional Relations
Awards/Dues $2,500 $500
CFC/Membership Development $20,000 $7,000
Future Veterans Day Hosting $0 $0
Grants/Scholarships $4,000 $3,000

Directed Travel $6,000 $4,400

Resource Development $4,000
Total $173,800 $174,555

2014 MCA Budget
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Earn your Master of Arts, Master of Divinity, or Doctor of Ministry in Chaplaincy through 
a combination of on-campus and online courses.

If you’re serious about chaplaincy, choose Columbia International University. 
To learn more, visit www.ciu.edu or call (800) 777-2227, ext. 5024.

www.ciu.edu  |  (800) 777-2227, ext. 5024
Let’s Impact the World Together.

“CIU’s chaplaincy program is the
most in-depth and comprehensive
I’ve seen. I endorse it 100%.”

Chaplain (MG) Doug Carver, USA, Ret.
Former U.S. Army Chief of Chaplains

Columbia International University’s
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functional areas of professional chaplaincy

· Military
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· Healthcare
· Public Safety
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· Sports
· Educational
· Disaster Relief

Dr. Michael Langston
Retired Navy Chaplain

CIU Chaplaincy Program
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For more information call (703) 533-5890
Please address inquiries / requests to Editor at
chaplains@mca-usa.org
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Being a military chaplain is a sacred trust! Our government and military leaders and the parents of the 
children of our nation who volunteer to serve in our military branches entrust chaplains with the spiritual 
and emotional care of these citizens. Our religious organizations sponsor military chaplains, but the 
government hires chaplains to fulfill their requirement to provide for the “free exercise of religion.” 

Our job is to provide for the spiritual and religious needs of others and not advance our personal 
agendas. We are expected to demonstrate and promote the values of our democracy, particularly the 
“free exercise of religion.” Our democracy is unique in this way, as American military chaplains are to 
serve all people without regard to their religious faith. This adds to the magnitude of the sacred trust we 
are given and accepted. 

My personal call to ministry is to be a “fellow traveler” with people in crisis. In our military everyone 
(military members and their family members) is on the edge of a crisis or in crisis. That is the nature of 
our military culture. Military mission requirements often generate this. My professional call fits hand and 
glove with the expectations of military chaplaincy. I am to journey with and help others find their own 
way and their own answers in their search for meaning within the often difficult circumstances in 
which they find themselves.  It is my responsibility to help them connect with God, as they understand 
Him, while I am faithful to my calling. 

We fulfill the sacred trust of those we serve when we are “visible reminders of the holy,” when we are 
“God with skin on” for everyone we meet. * When we do not measure up to satisfying the sacred 
trust, the consequences significantly impact our credibility and threaten the continued existence of 
the military chaplaincy as it has existed since 1776. 

When we fulfill the expectations of those for whom we work and serve, we are seen as a full member of 
the team. In artillery terms you are considered to be “a full-up round.” It means you are “right on target” 
in fulfilling your role on the team. To do this you are personally responsible to be fully prepared and 
trained for the role(s) you are or will be given!  

You are a “full-up round” when you:
1. Know the rules of the “game.”
2.  Know the roles of each person on the team, and most importantly, your own. (REMEMBER: You do 

not decide who is on your TEAM or question their qualifications. You are to train and work with each 
person assigned!”)

3. Know and keep within the established boundaries (i.e., chain of command and limitations of your position).

IT IS SUCCESS OF THE TEAM/THE MISSION THAT IS MOST IMPORTANT (more than 
assignments, promotions or positions). Then our military leaders will know and experience our value, our 
significance, to the success of the mission!  Lou Holtz, head football coach at USC, told one of his teams 
before a championship game: “I know you want to be successful, but I challenge you to be significant.” All 
chaplains want to be successful, but the most important challenge is to be significant to individuals and to 
the organization we serve. When you do your part and the team wins, then freedom and justice for all win. 
To God be the glory as we fulfill our sacred trust. 

Military Ministry 
Being Significant
Ch, MG Lorraine K. Potter, USAF Retired    
[Excerpts from message shared at August 2013 meeting of the San Antonio MCA Chapter]
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Share Your Story

Letter to the Editor
September 21, 2013

Provide Encouragement that Lasts a Lifetime...
with cards from OperationThankYou.org

More than ever before, our current service members, wounded warriors, and veterans need to be reminded that their
service to our country has not gone unnoticed. As a means to help provide such encouragement to America's bravest
men and women, Operation Thank You has designed five high-impact cards with a pre-printed message and area
for a personal, handwritten message of support. These cards provide an excellent tool for military support groups,
places of worship, community groups, schools, businesses and individuals to express their thanks!

While these cards can also be used anytime, they are especially popular during patriotic holiday programs and Military or
Veteran appreciation events. They are professionally printed on 4" x 6" card stock with a full color glossy front and matte
finish back. They have become treasured keepsakes to the service members, wounded warriors, and veterans
who have received them. Many recipients keep them and pass them on to their children and grandchildren.

They are available exclusively from Operation Thank You, a non-profit organization that is a registered vendor with the
Department of Defense and Department of Veterans Affairs and authorized to accept Government credit cards, purchase
orders, and checks. Cards are available at a discounted price of .20 per card and free standard shipping is available.
Orders may be placed online at www.OperationThankYou.org or by calling toll-free at 1-866-645-6284.

Military Thank You Card
(For Any U.S. Service Member)

Military Get Well Card
(For Any Wounded Warrior)

Honored Veteran Thank You Card
(For Any Veteran)

Vietnam Veteran Thank You Card
(Three Servicemen Design)

Vietnam Veteran Thank You Card
(Women's Memorial Design)

We look forward to partnering by providing an encouraging ministry resource that can last a lifetime.
To get started, please call 1-866-645-6284 or visit OperationThankYou.org today!

Editor, The Military Chaplain

SUBJECT: Response to Fall 2013 Issue, “Confidentiality 
with Chaplains: Sailors hold the key.”

I feel a need to comment on the above article. Rear Admiral 
Tidd clearly may speak for the U.S. Navy. He may be as-
sumed to speak accurately for the situation as it exists in the 
Navy. However, his views do not reflect the comprehensive 
picture as it applies to confidentiality.

First we must distinguish between the word “confidentiality” 
and the word “privilege.” Privilege is a legal term that applies 
in legal situation. Privilege prevents the disclosure of informa-
tion in a court of law of in other legal proceedings. As such 
Privilege may be based upon the Federal Constitution and is 
based upon individual laws of the United States, both Federal 
law and the individual law of the State. These laws do differ 
and the State of California may not define privilege in the 
same manner that is defined by the State of Florida.

As it applies to clergy, privilege has also been called priest-
penitent privilege, clergy privilege, confessional privilege 
and ecclesiastical privilege. Generally the individual States 
had defined “privilege” as applying in a situation where the 
person was relating to the clergy person in an ecclesiastical 
sense or to put it in other words, in an attempt to “get right 
with God.” What this means is that a person who is not relat-
ing to a clergy person in either a sacramental sense or in an 
attempt to get right with God may not be able to prevent the 
clergy person from revealing information in a legal situation 
such as a court of law.

This has ramifications which may mean that a clergy person 
can be compelled to testify. I am personally knowledgeable 
of a clergy person who observed that a person was out of 
breath and breathing fast. He enquired as to what was going 
on and the person responded that he had just killed someone 
and was leaving the area as fast as possible. There was no 
other conversation on that subject. At trial the chaplain was 
compelled to testify as the judge ruled that the statement of 
the individual was not related to either a sacramental function 
or an attempt to get right with God.

The bottom line is that The Department of the Navy does not 
have the authority to prevent a chaplain from testifying in a 
legal proceeding or a court of law. If there is a relationship 
between a sacramental function and/or getting right with 
God, the chaplain may be allowed to exercise that right under 
the provisions of the 1st Amendment and/or State law.

Confidentiality is a much broader concept, applies to normal 
situations and is not limited to legal situations. It is grounded 
in the idea that there are personal matters that should not be-
come public unless the individual freely choses to make them 
public. In the digital age in which we are living, that right has 
been severely limited. Information is out there, available and 
often not limited to the wishes of the individual. This is an area 
of law that is under constant discussion and legal rulings.

I can applaud the attempt of Admiral Tidd to clarify the situ-
ation for naval personnel. And, is statement may be determi-
native. But, it is not all inclusive. It is subject to revision and 
in actual practice it has its exceptions. E.G. A naval chaplain 
who learns of an alleged case of child abuse, outside of a 
sacramental situation, or attempt to get right with God, may 
very well be required under the laws of the State where the 
chaplain is located to report that allegation. Or, the chaplain 
may not be so required. That requirement may depend upon 
the case and statute law of that State.

The article cites Tidd as saying: “Chaplains serve as advo-
cates to help individuals get the support needed to overcome 
the challenges they face...” This chaplain role is outside that 
of the sacramental or that of the individual attempting to get 
right with God. This places the chaplain in the role of a coun-
selor, which in my thinking is a role that we chaplains have. 
Doing this places both the clergy person and the denomina-
tion potentially outside the protections of the 1st Amendment 
and those laws which protect clergy.

For example, in the Odenthal case the Minnesota Supreme 
Court allowed Steve Odenthal to sue the Seventh-day Ad-
ventist Church and one of its clergy person for inappropriate 
marriage counseling. The ruling of that Supreme Court was 
that the clergy person involved was operating outside of a 
sacramental function and in the role of a professional coun-
selor. Therefore, the SDA Church could be examined by the 
Court to determine if it has fulfilled its obligation to super-
vise its clergy person as that person functioned in the role of 
a professional counselor.

T. Gregory Matthews, 
Chaplain (Maj) USA, 

Retired
Longmont, CO 80503
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In the court case of Abington v. Schemp 
stated “...the situation such as military 
service, where the government regulates the 
temporal and geographic environment of 
individuals to a point that, unless it permits 
voluntary religious services to be conducted 
with the use of government facilities, mili-
tary personnel would be unable to engage in 
the practice of their faiths.” (School District 
of Abingdon Township, PA v. Schemp 374 
US 203 [1963])

A concurring judicial statement said, “There 
are certain practices, conceivably violative 
of the Establishment Clause, the striking 
down of which might seriously interfere 
with certain religious liberties also protected 
by the First Amendment. Provision for 
churches and chaplains at military establish-
ments for those in the armed services may 
afford one such example... It is argued that 
such provisions may be 
assumed to contravene the 
Establishment Clause, yet 
be sustained on constitu-
tional grounds as neces-
sary to secure to the mem-
bers of the Armed Forces 
and prisoners these rights 
of worship guaranteed 
under the Free Exercise 
Clause... Since govern-
ment has deprived such 
persons of the opportunity to practice their 
faith at places of  their choice, the argument 
runs, government may, in order to avoid 
infringing the free exercise guarantees, 
provide substitutes where it requires such 
persons to be... Such activities and practices 
seem distinguishable from sponsorship of 
daily Bible reading and prayer recital. For 
one thing,  there is no element of coercion 
present in the appointment of military or 
prison chaplains; the soldier or convict 
who declines the opportunities for wor-
ship would not ordinarily subject himself 
to the suspicion or obloquy of his peers... 
The State must be steadfastly neutral in all 
matters of faith... On the other hand, hostil-
ity, not neutrality, would characterize the 
refusal to provide chaplains and places of 
worship for prisoners and soldiers  cut off 
by the State from all civilian opportunities 
for public communion...”

This statement is concurred with by another 

judicial ruling when speaking to a possible 
conflict between the two clauses: “...there 
are areas in which a doctrinaire reading of 
the Establishment Clause leads to irrec-
oncilable conflict with the Free Exercise 
Clause. A single obvious example should 
suffice to make the point. Spending federal 
funds to employ chaplains for the armed 
forces might be said to violate the Establish-
ment Clause. Yet a lonely soldier stationed 
at some far away outpost could surely 
complain that a government which did not 
provide him with the opportunity for pasto-
ral guidance was affirmatively prohibiting 
the free exercise of religion.”

The decision from this case demonstrates 
that the military chaplaincy, provided for 
by Congress, is not only constitutional, 
but necessary to ensure that those in the 
military amy have the ”free exercise” of 

their religious faith. The constitutional basis 
establishes the chaplaincy within the service 
itself. This is the legal apparatus.

This has been tested further in another case: 
Commit for Public Education and Religious 
Liberty v. Nyquist. Out of this court came 
the ruling that has become the standard used 
by the courts to sustain the constitutional 
difficulty between these two clauses of 
the First Amendment. The standards set in 
this case has become the requirements for 
approval under the Establishment Clause. 
This court said, “...to pass muster under the 
Establishment Clause the law in question, 
first, must reflect a clearly secular legisla-
tive purpose... Second, must have a primary 
effect that neither adamances nor inhibits 
religion...and third, must avoid excessive 
government entanglement with religion.”

The persuasive and legitimate overall argu-
ment is that of assuring the free exercise 

of religion. This is a constitutional right 
designed to protect the individual and is in 
and of itself a secular purpose. The military 
is unique in that it takes citizens away from 
their normal life involuntarily. Often, it 
places them in situations of isolation, stress, 
or risk. They would not be able to exercise 
their religious liberties as they normally 
would; or, they may want religious services 
or guidance due to the nature of their task. 
The military has a constitutional obliga-
tion to provide such services. The right to 
practice one’s religion is protected on the 
same basis as other constitutional rights. All 
citizens entering military life do not forfeit 
their constitutional rights, but the manner in 
which those rights are protected is tailored 
to the circumstances of military life.

The Second issue of this test is, “a primary 
effect that neither advances nor inhibits 

religion.” Taxpayers pay 
chaplains and it would seem 
difficult to prove that this 
does not advance religion. 
Upon closer analysis, how-
ever, the “advancing” and 
“inhibiting” clauses must be 
read together as an integra-
tion of the establishment 
and free exercise clauses. If 
funding appears to advance 
religion, the refusal to fund 

would inhibit religion. These provisions 
serve a maintenance function that pro-
vides military personnel the opportunity to 
continue exercising their religious liber-
ties as they would have had they remained 
civilians.

The final issue of this test is that, it, must 
avoid excessive government entangle-
ment with religion, because of the military 
chaplaincy. The critical constitutional point is 
whether this involvement constitutes exces-
sive entanglement. The armed forces have 
attempted to minimize excessive involve-
ment by providing the salaries and equip-
ment of chaplains directly, while working 
through individual endorsing agencies for 
recruitment and termination. It accepts only 
those chaplains approved by the agencies and 
dismisses those who have lost their endorse-
ment. Their church controls the individual 
chaplain in ecclesiastical matters while the 
military controls the military matters.

The Constitutional Basis of a 
Paid Military Chaplain

There has been a long debate about the Constitutionality of paid military 
chaplains. Is there a legal basis for such or is it a mere supposition? Does 
the government have a legitimate and legal basis to pay chaplains for their 
services or is it doing so “just because” and is getting away with it? Could it 
be legally challenged and done away with? These are the questions.

The First Amendment of the Bill of Rights to the United States Constitution 
is the legal basis of the military chaplaincy. Here is how. The First Amend-
ment states: Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of 
religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of 
speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and 
to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.

In the 1840-1850s several organizations banded together in a campaign to 
abolish all chaplaincies supported by public funding. The campaign failed 
even though it was attempted again in 1928.

There are many references to the military chaplaincies as legitimate excep-
tions to the “Establishment Clause” because they provide the right of “free 
exercise” of religion that is equally guaranteed under the First Amendment.

It is this most important point that the chaplaincy clearly provides the mili-
tary with a constitutional function--the “free exercise” of religion. The legal 
debate over paid chaplains sits on both clauses of the First Amendment: 1) 
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, 2) or 
prohibiting the free exercise thereof;

Those opposing a paid military of federal chaplaincy say it is an establish-
ment of religion which violates the First Amendment. Those defending a 
paid chaplaincy say to fail in supporting a chaplaincy would deprive military 
members of their right to the free exercise of their religion, thus violating the 
second clause.

Chaplain (Maj Genby Joseph Howe, PhD  
& Ron Tottingham, PhD
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 b.  State-Each state has different laws, so 
check with your own advisors. Some 
states have a state income tax and will 
include this transfer as income. Within 
those states, some will allow a charita-
ble deduction and others will not. Other 
states base their state income tax on the 
federal income or federal tax paid. Still 
other states have no income tax at all. 

8.  Can the transfer qualify as my minimum 
required distribution? Once individu-

als reach age 70½, they are required to 
take minimum distributions from their 
retirement plans each year, according to a 
federal formula. IRA rollovers to char-
ity count toward your minimum required 
distribution. 

9.  I’m over age 70½. Should I consider an 
IRA rollover? Yes, especially if: 

 a.  You do not itemize deductions but make 
charitable gifts, OR 

 b.  You are subject to the limitation on 

itemized deductions, OR 
 c.  You are required to take a distribution 

from your IRA that you just don’t need, 
OR 

 d.  Your charitable gifts already equal 50% 
of your adjusted gross income. 

10.  How do I execute an IRA rollover? The 
sample letter can be used to send to your 
IRA plan provider for a 2013 gift.

A Life of Service

The IRA Charitable Rollover
The Creative Giving Strategy

Charitable Gifts Through Your IRA 
The IRA Charitable Rollover is back for 2013, but 
you must act fast as it will expire December 31st. This 
creative giving strategy allows members and friends of 
the Military Chaplains Association age 70½ and older to 
transfer (or “rollover”) up to $100,000 from their IRAs 
directly to the MCA, without having to recognize the 
transfer as income. 

The American Taxpayer Relief Act of 2012 is federal 
law. Among other provisions, the act extends the IRA 
Charitable Rollover for 2013. The extension will allow 
individuals 70½ and older to donate up to $100,000 
from their IRAs to the Military Chaplains Association 
tax-free. Donors do not receive an income tax charitable 
deduction. This provision allows donors to transfer (or 
“rollover”) money from their IRAs directly to the MCA, 
without having to recognize the transfer as income. Tax-
payers must be age 70½ or older and there is a $100,000 
yearly limit. Donors should consult their tax advisors 
about their specific situations. 

The following will supply answers to some of the impor-
tant questions surrounding the IRA Charitable Rollover. 

The IRA Charitable Rollover has been extended, apply-
ing to distributions made throughout the 2013 tax year. 

1.  Who qualifies? Individuals who are at least age 70½ 
at the time of the contribution. 

2.  How much can I transfer? Up to $100,000 in 2013. 
3.  From what accounts can I make transfers? Transfers 

must come from IRAs directly to charity. If you have 
retirement assets in a 401(k), 403(b), etc., you must 
first roll those assets into an IRA, and then can make 
the transfer from the IRA directly to charity. 

4.  To what charities can I make gifts? Tax exempt or-
ganizations to which deductible contributions can be 
made. (The MCA qualifies.) 

5.  Can I use the transfers to fund life-income gifts like 
charitable remainder trusts or charitable gift annui-
ties? No, these are not eligible. 

6.  Can I make a transfer to my donor advised fund or 
supporting organization? No, these are not eligible. 

7.  What are the tax implications? 
  a.  Federal-You do not recognize the transfer as income, 

provided it goes directly from the IRA provider to 
charity; you are not eligible for an income tax chari-
table deduction. 

Name of Plan Provider

Address

City, State Zip

Re: Request for Direct Charitable Distribution from Individual Retirement 

Account

Dear Sir or Madam:

Please accept this letter as my request to make a direct charitable contribu-

tion from my Individual Retirement Account Number [insert account num-

ber] as provided by the American Taxpayer Relief Act of 2012. Please issue a 

check in the amount of $___________ payable to The Military Chaplains 

Association at the following address:

The Military Chaplains Association of the USA

PO Box 7056

Arlington VA 22207-7056

In your transmittal to The Military Chaplains Association, please memori-

alize my name and address as the donor of record in connection with this 

transfer, and copy me on your transmittal. It is my intention to have this 

transfer qualify during the 2013 tax year. Therefore, it is imperative that this 

distribution be postmarked no later than December 31, 2013.

If you have any questions or concerns regarding this request, I can be 

reached at [insert telephone or e-mail address]. Thank you for your prompt 

attention to and assistance with this matter.

Sincerely yours,

[Name of Donor]

Sample Letter 
from Donor to Plan Provider
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How can 
we help?
Retired, former, and non-active duty chaplains from each of our member organizations can be very 
helpful in caring for veterans, warriors on emergency leave, and families.  I have proposed that we 
set up a recall in each State, with one chaplain to call, who can then find the appropriate and available 
chaplain to respond to the need.

If we have a Chaplain in Charge in every state, our Active Duty counterparts would have someone to 
call when families or warriors need a Chaplain’s special touch (not necessarily a visit, yet a phone call 
could make a huge difference).  This would be more efficient that other means to this point. 

PRIMARY areas of interest are along the East Coast where they first arrive: New York NY, 
Philadelphia PA, Washington DC, Boston MA, Baltimore MD.

SECONDARY areas include places of potential layovers: Atlanta GA, Dallas/Ft. Worth TX, Chicago 
IL, Los Angeles CA, and other airline hubs. 

FLEET/MILITARY AREAS are easily covered by retired chaplains living in and around Norfolk VA, 
Jacksonville FL, Gulfport MS, San Diego CA, Port Hueneme CA, Seattle WA, Dover MD, Fayetteville 
NC, St. Louis MO, San Antonio TX, Phoenix AZ, Colorado Springs CO, Clarksville TN, and other 
homes of major military installations.

In order to make a difference, we do require a small amount of organization … someone in each State 
needs to take responsibility, and others in the State needs to be available to be called for response. Send 
an e-mail to us at chaplains@mca-usa.org and we will be more than happy to provide you with a list of 
our members who live in your State.

Here are the contacts for states already covered:

Arizona: Thomas Bauder - baudertd@gmail.com

District of Columbia: Stuart Kenworthy - stuart@christchurchgeorgetown.org

Delaware: Michael Carroll - mcarroll19@verizon.net

Florida: CE Hill - cehill1300@yahoo.com

Michigan: Jay Ellens - jharoldellens@juno.com

Missouri: David Poland - rev_dr_david@charter.net

Missouri: Albert Franke - almarwol@usa.net

New Jersey: Peter Gregory - pgregory01@comcast.net

North Carolina: Bob Ricotta - bobnancyrob@dnet.net

Pennsylvania: David Crocker - davec1@earthlink.net

Tennessee: Ray Henson - ray.henson@sumnerschools.org

Virginia: Don Belanus - belanusdg@comcast.net

Funding the MCA 
In order to maintain and grow the ministries of the Military Chaplains Association, each of us plays an important part. Here 
are ways you can help: 

Renew Annual Membership. By renewing your annual regular or associate membership now, we can better plan our 
2014 budget. Use the link on our website (www.mca-usa.org) or send a check to the national office with “2014 Renewal” 
on the memo line 

Charitable Giving. Include the MCA in your annual tithe at a level of 1% of your income (a tithe of your tithe). If that 
isn’t possible, how about $10 per month? 

Emerson Foundation. Donate $1,000 in any calendar year specified to the Foundation. Become a multi-year donor. 

Four Chaplains Sunday. Ask the congregation where you worship and/or minister to take a special offering on the first 
weekend in February 2014 to donate to the MCA. 

Magazine advertising. Do you know someone who might want to advertise in our quarterly magazine? Send their contact 
information to the National Office and we will make the inquiry. 

Chaplain Candidate Scholarships. Each year we give three $1,000 scholarships to support the education of chaplain 
candidates. We would gladly accept sponsorships for each of them. 

Bequests and insurance. Consult with your financial advisor about how to leave a portion of your estate to the MCA 
when you finish your ministry on earth.

The Emerson Foundation was established in 1991 by the 
Trustees of the Military Chaplains Association to provide a 
means whereby members and friends could contribute to the 
Investment Fund. The Foundation was named for Chaplain 
William Emerson, the first chaplain in the military, being a 
pastor of the fighting congregation at Concord, Massachu-
setts. When the alarm was sounded by Amos Melvan that the 
British were afoot, Chaplain Emerson was the first to arrive. 
While the Continental Congress did not take action to estab-
lish the chaplaincy until July 19, 1775, Chaplain Emerson is 
honored as the first chaplain in the Revolution.

The Foundation works to support our special organization 
for chaplains and all that we do. Each year at our National 
Institute mem-bers of the Foundation are honored for 
their dedication to the Association and new members are 
inducted. Membership can be granted by the Trustees only 
to those who have contributed $1,000.00 or more to the 
Foundation. Each member is presented a me-dallion and 
plaque. Subsequent Emerson donations are marked with an 

Oak Leaf Cluster worn 
on the ribbon; Emerson’s 
given in someone else’s 
name are marked with 
a Silver Service Star. 
Five Emersons ($5000) 
are awarded a Silver 
Medallion and Plaque; 
ten Emersons ($10,000) 
receive a Gold Medallion 
and Plaque.

Appreciation is expressed to all our Emerson Foundation 
members for their generous support that strengthens the 
voice of MCA today and helps to secure the future of MCA 
in perpetuity.

The Emerson Fund is used to support the Operating Fund of 
the Military Chaplains Association, but may be directed to 
any use the National Executive Committee

The Emerson Foundation
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Unknown);” and “Realizing (Civilians 
and the Work of Mourning).”      
 
In providing an expansive context for 
Civil War casualties, Dr. Faust enables 
us to more fully appreciate the historical 
background with which we honor 
those who have fallen.  With arresting 
illustrations, heartfelt testimonies and an 
appreciation of our shared history, the 
author infuses 
within us the 
importance 
of individual 
Soldiers and 
units in forming 
our collective 
National 
consciousness.  
The making 
of Civil War 
cemeteries and 
handling of 
remains, over 
time taking 
on a mystical, 
holy reverence, 
speaks to current 
congressional 
concerns about 
improprieties 
at Arlington 
National Cemetery and Dover (see 
“Congressional panel investigates Dover 
Air Force Base mortuary,” by Craig 
Whitlock, Washington Post, 28 NOV 
2011).  The precision in ceremony, 
accuracy in accounting and attentiveness 
to Family concerns (“Our Obligation to 
the Dead”) underscores the assurance 
that we would be given similar honor 
should we die.

2.  Competency.  The book helps RSTs 
hone the moral underpinnings and 
competencies we ‘bring to the fight’ 
in a number of ways.  Preaching and 
memorial meditations acquire renewed 
importance when we’re challenged 
with the bygone Civil War voices and 
experiences to ‘make sense of it all.’  
Killing, effects of new technology and 
the dogged determination required by 

conflict summon the ‘better angels of 
our nature,’ to maintain the human and 
spiritual understanding of us all.  To write 
“Soldiers were not...‘operatives,’ simply 
cogs in a machinery of increasingly 
industrialized warfare” (p. 269) assists 
us as we deal with implications of 
Unmanned Aerial Vehicles (UAVs)/
Remotely Piloted Vehicles (RPVs) 
upon drivers and ground crews alike.  

Additionally, when added to our 
memorial ceremony resources (of which 
Thomas Long’s recent Accompanying 
Them with Singing or USN Chaplain 
Roland B. Gittelsohn’s 21 March 1945 
sermon “Dedication of 5th Marine 
Division Cemetery on Iwo-Jima” could 
be essential pieces), This Republic of 
Suffering offers many vignettes and 
insights appropriate for talks and classes. 

3.  Practical applications.  We ‘nurture 
the living’ by the honor we show our 
brave fallen comrades-in-arms.  We also 
build the fortitude of our personnel by 
applying lessons and experiences from 
the Civil War era, made so evident by Dr. 
Faust, in the following ways: drawing 
upon case histories to create education 
encounters on the laws of war; preparing 
for deployment, combat or homeland 

defense mass casualty or weapons of 
mass destruction incidents through use of 
the historical narratives provided by the 
author; seeking to ‘inoculate’ ourselves 
and our personnel from the moral injury 
and hardening, detachment and loss of 
compassion and tenderness that too often 
accompany war; preempting theological 
doubts and crises of faith, made so plain 
throughout the book, that may arise by 

means of spiritual 
fitness and hardiness 
development in our 
religious education 
classes and moral 
leadership/ethics 
development 
sessions. 
 
This Republic 
of Suffering is a 
somber though 
enriching book.  
When paired 
with World War I 
Chaplain ‘Woodbine 
Willie’ Studdert 
Kennedy’s After 
War, Is Faith 
Possible? (ed. Kerry 
Walters, Cascade 
Books, 2008), RSTs 

have the foundation of combat stories, 
theological questions and attempts at 
resolution that will benefit and inspire.  
Though many chaplains would respond 
with more reassuring theological clarity 
than Dr. Faust’s conclusion that “We still 
seek to use our deaths to create meaning 
where we are not sure any exists” (p. 
270), nonetheless wrestling with the 
religious questions she raises serves to 
build credibility and confidence.  Read 
this book.  Your understanding will 
expand.  And, your Armed Forces teams 
will benefit.

(The views expressed in this article are 
those of the author and do not reflect the 
official policy or position of the National 
Defense University, the Department of 
Defense, or the U.S. Government.)
              

MCA Award BanquetBook Reviews Book Reviews

Method of Order: 
A True Hierarchy of Needs
Major J. F. Tuckett
CrossBooks, Bloomington IN, 2013

This Republic of Suffering: 
Death and the American Civil War 
By Drew Gilpin Faust (New York: Vintage Books, 2009, 346 pages), 
Reviewed by Chaplain (Colonel) Kenneth Sampson.

An excerpt from the Foreword by 
CH (CPT) John Mark Wheeler, AUS

Suicide has become a major topic 
in military circles for very good 
reason. The topic has gained 
a renewed and reinvigorated 
emphasis in light of complications 
involving post-traumatic stress 
symptom manifestations. Another 
alarming possible trend is young 
soldiers, never deployed but find 
themselves in difficult situations 

and see suicide as a viable option.

I am especially encouraged to see the level of research, 
thought, and prayer that went into the development of 
this book. I have personally witnessed a lack of effective 
leadership too many times in my career as an enlisted 
soldier and a chaplain. We have all witnessed what appears 

to be a tendency to have a briefing on suicide prevention 
and check off a box to say “Look-see, we have done our 
job” and then act surprised when the suicide numbers rise 
rather than fall.

Using a combined faith-based/leadership strategy approach 
rather than simply a clinical approach will resonate with 
leaders-and leaders with spiritual moorings especially. 
I have long believed that our tendency to treat specific 
problems such as addictions and suicide by only focusing on 
addictions and suicide has been a mistake. We should have 
been focusing on principles, practices, and character. This 
approach is along that line.

My hope is that this book will be widely read and then 
utilized. If chaplains will be the catalysts, presenting this 
to their commanders as a tool to teach leadership strategy, 
which will result in fostering an environment that will 
reduce the scourge of suicide among service members, we 
will all benefit.

Memorial services, ceremonies and funerals are critical opportunities for Armed Forces 
chaplains to demonstrate moral, professional and spiritual leadership.  This Republic of 
Suffering is a helpful educational addition for Religious Support Teams (RSTs) to better honor 
the fallen and care for the wounded.  Author Dr. Drew Gilpin Faust, President of Harvard 
University, assists us in this noble privilege in the following ways.

1.  Depth and context.  “One of the striking indications of civilization and refinement among 
a people is the tenderness and care manifested by them towards their dead” explained the 
trustees of Antietam National Cemetery in 1869 (page 61).  The framework for this sense 
of honor and respect is found in the simply named chapters entitled “Dying (To Lay Down 
My Life)”; “Burying (New Lessons Caring for the Dead);” “Naming (The Significant Word 
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And BackMCA Award Banquet

Holy Days and Holidays
JANUARY 2014
 1  Mary, Mother of God - Catholic Christian 

Feast of St Basil - Orthodox Christian  
Gantan-sai (New Years) – Shinto 
New Year’s Day  
Holy Name of Jesus - Orthodox Christian 

 5  Twelfth Night - Christian  
Guru Gobindh Singh birthday - Sikh 

 6   Epiphany - Christian  
Feast of the Theophany-Orthodox Christian  
Nativity of Christ - Armenian Orthodox  
Dia de los Reyes - Christian 

 7  Nativity of Christ ** - Orthodox Christian 
 12  Baptism of the Lord Jesus - Christian 
13    Maghi - Sikh  

Mawlid an Nabi * ** - Islam
 16 Tu BiShvat * - Jewish
 16-19 Mahayana New Year ** - Buddhist
 17  Blessing of the Animals -  

Hispanic Catholic Christian  
Persian Gulf War Begins (1991)

18-25 Week of Prayer for Christian Unity - 
Christian 

19   World Religion Day - Baha’i  
Timkat- Ethiopian Orthodox Christian 

20 Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
25  Conversion of Saint Paul - Christian 
27 Signing of Vietnam Peace Accord (1973)
28  Feast of the Holy Family –  

Catholic Christian   

31  Chinese New Year - Confucian,  
Daoist, Buddhist 

 
FEBRUARY 
 1 National Freedom Day
 2  Candlemas - Christian  

Four Chaplains Sunday- Interfaith 
  Presentation of Christ in the Temple -  
  Anglican Christian 
  Imbolc and Sughnassad * - Wicca/Pagan 
  Groundhog Day
 3 Setsubun-sai - Shinto 
 4 Vasant Panchami ** - Hindu
 8 Boy Scouts of America Founded (1910)
 12 Lincoln’s Birthday
 14 Valentine’s Day - Christian 
15  Nirvana Day ** - Buddhist 
16 Triodion begins - Orthodox Christian
17 Presidents’ Day
22 George Washington’s Birthday
26-Mar 1  Intercalary Days * - Baha’i 
28 Maha Shivaratri ** - Hindu
 
MARCH 
 1 St. David of Wales - Christian
 2  Transfiguration Sunday - Christian
  Meatfare Sunday - Orthodox Christian
 2 -20 Nineteen Day Fast * - Baha’i 
 3  Clean Monday – Lent Begins –  

Orthodox Christian

 4 Shrove Tuesday – Christian
 5 Ash Wednesday - Christian
 9 Orthodox Sunday – Orthodox Sunday
  Daylight Time begins
 12 Girl Scouts of the USA Founded (1912)
 13  L. Ron Hubbard birthday - Scientology 
15 Purim * ** - Jewish
16 Magha Puja Day ** - Buddhist
17  St Patrick’s Day - Christian 
  Holi ** - Hindu 
  Hola Mohalla - Sikh 
19  Saint Joseph’s Day - Christian 
  Iraq War Began (2003)
20  Equinox – first day of spring
  Ostara *-Wicca/Pagan northern hemisphere 
  Mabon *-Wicca/Pagan southern hemisphere
21  Naw Ruz (New Year) * - Baha’i 
  Norouz (New Year) - Persian/Zoroastrian 
 25  Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin-Christian 
28 Khordad Sal (Birth of  
  Prophet Zaranhushtra) Zoroastrian 
31 Hindu New Year ** - Hindu
31-April 8  Ramayana ** - Hindu
  
Note:   
*  Holy days usually begin at sundown the day 

before this date. 
**  Local or regional customs may use a  

variation of this date.

Advocating for Chaplains 
in the DOD and DVA

Air Force Association (AFA)
Air Force Sergeants Association (AFSA)
Air Force Women Officers Association (AFWOA)
American Veterans (AMVETS)
Army Aviation Association of the United States (AAAA)
Association of Military Surgeons of the United States 

(AMSUS)
Association of the United States Army (AUSA)
Association of the United States Navy (AUSN)
Commissioned Officers Association of the United States 

Public Health Service (COA)
Chief Warrant Officers Association of the US Coast Guard 

(CWOA)
Enlisted Association of the National Guard of the United 

States (EANGUS)
Fleet Reserve Association (FRA)
Gold Star Wives of America (GSW)
Jewish War Veterans of the United States of America (JWV)
Marine Corps League (MCL)

Military Chaplains Association of the USA (MCA)
Military Officers Association of America (MOAA)
Military Order of the Purple Heart (MOPH)
National Association for Uniformed Services (NAUS)
National Guard Association of the US (NGAUS)
National Military Family Association (NMFA)
Naval Enlisted Reserve Association (NERA)
Non-Commissioned Officers Association (NCOA)
Reserve Enlisted Association (REA)
Reserve Officers Association (ROA)
Society of Medical Consultants to the Armed Forces 

(SMCAF)
The Retired Enlisted Association (TREA)
United States Army Warrant Officers Association (USAWOA)
USCG Chief Petty Officers Association (CPOA)
Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW)
Vietnam Veterans of America (VVA)
Wounded Warrior Project (WWP)

One of the core functions of the Military Chaplains 
Association is Advocacy – for chaplains, for members 
of the Armed Forces, for veterans and for families. Most 
of the work is done behinds the scene through active 
coordination with endorsers of chaplains (NCMAF and 
ECVAC), with the offices of the Chiefs of Chaplains 
(Army, Navy, Air Force, Veterans Affairs, and Civil Air 
Patrol), and through our presence at the monthly meetings 
of the Military Coalition. When the officers and staff 
of the MCA hear of any concern threatening the First 
Amendment rights of members of the Armed Forces, we 
first check with the Chiefs for their guidance to understand 
better the nature of the controversy. In every case this 
past year, the rumor as we first received it was at best 

an exaggeration and at worst a distortion. We believe 
the Chiefs of Chaplains are doing an exemplary job of 
supporting our chaplains in the field and of insuring the 
Constitutional rights of all service members and veterans.

When we find it important to engage in direct political 
action, we do so through the Military Coalition. Deputy 
Executive Director Lyman Smith [CHC, CAPT, USN 
(Ret)] represents us in the monthly meetings and 
coordinates our input into the meetings and our support of 
various letters sent to the White House and/or Congress 
addressing important issues affecting active duty, and 
veterans, and their families. Our combined voice is 
stronger than any one voice.

The Military Coalition

REUNIONS 
Army Chaplains Reunion 2014
Start planning for the 7th Biennial US Army Chaplain Regimen-
tal Association program: September 2014 in Atlanta, GA.

Kilo Company, 3/7 Marines
Kilo Company, 3rd Bn., 7th Marine Rgt., Vietnam, and attached 
units, will be having a reunion in San Diego, California,  
September 9-15, 2014 

Contact: 
William Rolke
Email: k37usmc@att.net 
Phone: 262-780-0993 
 
or: 
Jerry Walker
Email:jwalkercdr@verizon.net 
Phone: 951-203-2280

4th Infantry Regiment 
The newly formed Association for the 4th Infantry Regiment, 
Veterans and families is planning its very first Reunion for the 
Regiment 4-6 June 2014 at Fort Polk, LA, home of the 2nd 
Battalion 4th Infantry Regiment, 4th Brigade 10th Division 
(Mountain) and the Joint Readiness Training Center. 

They are inviting prior Chaplains of the 1st, 2nd, and/or 3rd Bat-
talions of the 4th Infantry Regiment to be part of this event. We 
would like to see them back for this event to mark another key 
moment in the Regiment’s history. 

Please feel free to check us out on the web (www.fourthinfan-
tryregiment.org) and Facebook. Thank you for your time and 
consideration. Thank you for your service. Warriors! 

Richard Wideman President 
4th Infantry Regiment Veterans Association 
P.O. Box 3773 
Fort Polk, LA 71459

Phone: 337-424-2120/1885 
E-mail: 4thinrgtwarriors@gmail.com 
Facebook:www.facebook.com/#!/Fourth.Inf.Regt 
Web: www.fourthinfantryregiment.org/
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New Annual Members
Peter L. Agdamag
CH (MAJ) AUS
Full Gospel Church
Guaynabo, PR
 
Thomas Bauder
Ch, LtCol, CAP
Sun Lakes, AZ
 
Stephen D. Brasier
Ch, Capt, CAP
Assemblies of God
Boise, ID
  
Rodney B. Coleman
CH (COL) USA (Ret)
Christian Church  
(Disciples of Christ)
Austin, TX

James Durham, III
LCDR CHC USN (Ret) / VA
United Methodist
Muskogee, OK
  
Anthony B. Giunta, Sr.
Ch, Maj, CAP
Old Catholic (Anglican Rite)
Lexington, SC
 
Peter W. Gregory
CDR, CHC, USN 
Presbyterian Church USA
Chalfont, PA

Benjamin J. Howard
LT CHC USN
Southern Baptist
Escondido, CA

Chad F. Kaminski
2 LT, NG
Christian Missionary Alliance
Goodyear AZ

Peter Pyo
2nd Lt., NG
Assemblies of God
Springfield, MO
Joined as Associate  
Life Member
  

New Associate Members
Asnage Castelly
New York, NY
  
William E. Forman
Lancaster, PA
  
Milford F. Krch
Former USN
Baptist
Friendswood, TX

David B. Lett
Old Catholic
Silver Spring, MD

Christian Williams
Student University of IL 
Urbana-Champaign
Champaign, IL

Book ReviewsTaps

Edward A. Synan
Ch, Capt, USAF
Roman Catholic
Toronto, Ontario
1997

Thaddeus J. Posey
CH (COL) AUS (Ret) 
Roman Catholic
Victoria, KS
Joined MCA 1983
Life Member 2007 
August 7, 2013 
 
Daniel J. Carboy
Ch, LtCol, USAF (Ret)
Roman Catholic
Timonium, MD
August 22, 2013

Richard T. McCue 
CAPT, CHC, USN (Ret)
Roman Catholic
Medford, MA
Joined MCA 2003
August 29, 2013

Quentin Heck
DVA
Roman Catholic
Milwaukee, WI
August 30, 2013

George Worner
Ch, Col, USAF (Ret)
Colorado Springs, CO
September 6, 2013

Clifford William Farriester
CH (COL) AUS (Ret)
Christian Church
Oklahoma City, OK
September 13, 2013
 
Philip E. “Ed” Grimmett
Ch, LtCol, USAF (Ret)
United Methodist
DeSoto,TX
October 6, 2013
  
John Duvall
CH (COL) AUS (Ret)
Christian Church (Disciples)
Sun City, California 
Oct 19, 2013

Darrell C. Highsmith
Ch, Col, USAF (Ret)
Southern Baptist
Dallas, TX
Joined MCA 1971
Life Member 1981
Oct 22, 2013
 
Robert C. Barrett
CDR, CHC, USN (Ret)
United Methodist
Ellijay, GA 
Oct 22, 2013

Since the Fall issue of The Military Chaplain, we have heard about some of our chaplains 
 who have gone to their greater reward.

Welcome

	  
	  

Ddd\	  
	  

	  
	  
	  The	  Four	  Chaplains:	  Goode,	  Fox,	  Poling	  &	  Washington	  

	  

	  The	  Chapel	  of	  the	  Four	  Chaplains,	  	  
1201	  Constitution	  Avenue,	  The	  Navy	  Yard	  -‐	  Bldg.649	  
Philadelphia,	  PA	  19112-‐1307,	  
Phone:	  215-‐218-‐1943	  
Web:	  www.fourchaplains.org	  
Email:	  chapel@fourchaplains.org	  
	  

THE	  CHAPEL	  OF	  THE	  FOUR	  CHAPLAINS	  
NATIONAL	  STUDENT	  SCHOLARSHIP	  COMPETITION	  

	  

Discovering	  the	  heroes	  of	  Chaplain’s	  Hill	  at	  
Arlington	  National	  Cemetery	  

	  

 
	  

High	  School	  and	  Middle	  School	  Students:	  Use	  your	  creativity	  to	  help	  tell	  the	  stories	  of	  military	  
chaplains	  who	  gave	  their	  lives	  while	  serving	  their	  country.	  
	  

The	  Chapel	  of	  the	  Four	  Chaplains	  is	  an	  interfaith	  non-‐profit	  organization	  that	  promotes	  
selfless	  service.	  It	  was	  dedicated	  in	  honor	  of	  four	  U.S.	  Army	  Chaplains	  of	  different	  religions	  who	  gave	  
up	  their	  life	  jackets,	  prayed	  together	  and	  died	  when	  their	  troopship	  was	  torpedoed	  in	  World	  War	  II.	  	  

	  
These	  four	  chaplains	  have	  been	  honored	  in	  many	  locations	  throughout	  our	  nation.	  

Each	  of	  the	  Four	  Chaplain’s	  names,	  Rabbi	  Alexander	  Goode,	  Rev.	  George	  Fox,	  Rev.	  Clark	  Poling	  and	  
Father	  John	  Washington	  are	  on	  one	  of	  the	  above	  monuments	  on	  Chaplains	  Hill	  in	  Arlington	  National	  
Cemetery	  that	  honor	  the	  more	  than	  two	  hundred	  fallen	  military	  chaplains	  of	  all	  faiths	  who	  have	  died	  
in	  uniform	  from	  World	  War	  I	  through	  today.	  
	  

The	  Chapel	  of	  Four	  Chaplains	  would	  like	  to	  honor	  all	  of	  the	  military	  chaplains	  on	  these	  
monuments	  with	  our	  competition.	  Through	  Art,	  Photography,	  an	  Essay,	  or	  a	  YouTube	  video,	  
applicants	  should	  depict	  the	  life	  and	  service	  of	  one	  or	  more	  of	  the	  Chaplains	  memorialized	  on	  
Chaplains	  Hill	  and	  how	  the	  actions	  of	  these	  Chaplains,	  in	  life	  and	  in	  facing	  death,	  are	  relevant	  to	  our	  
nation	  today.	  
	  

The	  Scholarship	  Competition	  will	  have	  separate	  award	  categories	  for	  12th	  graders,	  9th	  -‐11th	  
graders	  and	  5th	  –	  8th	  graders.	  First	  place	  awards	  will	  be	  $1,000	  for	  high	  school	  seniors	  and	  $500	  for	  
underclassmen.	  Please	  see	  our	  website	  at	  www.fourchaplains.org	  or	  our	  facebook	  page	  for	  complete	  
rules	  and	  guidelines	  or	  for	  more	  information	  on	  the	  Four	  Chaplains.	  	  Deadline:	  January	  30,	  2014.	  	  	  

	  



Thank You 

Emerson Foundation
Chaplain Joe P. Webb & Nancy M. Webb    •   Thomas F. Johnson & Darlene Johnson

Scholarship Fund
Ms. Geraldine Martin in memory of Chaplain Christian H. Martin

Operating Budget
Community Health Charities

Dominion Employee Giving Program
Franklin Templeton Giving Fund on behalf of Dr. Joe and Ruth Silva

VL and JH Robinson Charitable Foundation

Chaplain Raymond A. Aker
Chaplain Richard and Marjorie Black

Chaplain Edward T. Brogan
Chaplain Gregory Caiazzo
Chaplain Robert G. Certain
Chaplain Kenneth R. Colton
Chaplain Howard E. Cooper

Chaplain David M. DeDonato
Chaplain E. Blant Ferguson

Chaplain Earl Frazier
Chaplain Max E. Gamble

Minister Gregory and Edna Harrison
Mrs. Michelle Hathaway

Chaplain John P. Heymann

Chaplain Michael L. McCoy, Sr.
Mr. C. K. McCusker
Chaplain Ron Phelps
Chaplain Joe Rogland
Chaplain Joe P. Webb

 

  

 

On February 3, 1943, the troop convoy ship Dorchester, with 902 men on board, was 
torpedoed by a German U-Boat. As the ship sank, the four chaplains aboard moved 
among the men, assisting, calming, and passing out life vests. Having given their own 
life vests to save the lives of the soldiers, the chaplains remained on the aft deck, arms 
linked in prayer until the ship sank, claiming their lives. Many of the 230 survivors 
lived because of the selflessness and heroism of the four chaplains: Lt. George Fox 
(Methodist); Lt. Alexander Goode (Jewish); Lt. Clark Poling (Dutch Reformed), and 
Lt. John Washington (Catholic).

During the seventy-first anniversary year of the self-sacrifice of the Four Chap-
lains, we urge all chaplains, in uniform or serving in civilian congregations, to take a 
special offering in their memory and to donate it to the work of the Military Chaplains 
Association. While February 2 is the official “Four Chaplains” observance, any 
weekend that works for your congregation will be acceptable. Every member of the 
MCA is asked to make a personal gift of $71 during the month.

Holy God, you inspired the Dorchester chaplains to be models of steadfast sacrificial love in a tragic and terrifying time; 
Help us to follow their example, that their courageous ministry may in spire chaplains and all who serve, to recognize 
your presence in the midst of peril. This we ask in your Most Holy Name. Amen.

The Four Chaplains
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Students in the military chaplain career field may be eligible to receive 
a minimum of $4,500 per year in Trinity scholarships.  
Students must be accepted into the MDiv program at TEDS and  
approved as a Chaplain Candidate by a branch of the armed services  
or National Guard.

For more information contact Dr. Ken Botton, Coordinator of Chaplaincy 
Studies at kbotton@tiu.edu or visit teds.edu/chaplain 

LEARN ABOUT TRINITY’S
NEW MDIV SPECIALIZATION
IN CHAPLAINCY STUDIES


